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By Mark Stavroulakis 


i Littbarski officially kicked off his Sydney FC 

‘coaching tenure on Monday at the amazing Aussie 

Stadium where he saw first hand on who will lead 
Sydney’s charge into August’s commencement of the A- 
League. 


Littbarski and assistant coach Jan Crook ran a tactical train- 
ing session for the 16 signed players and witnessed first hand 
‘on what the squad will look like. 

‘The German mentor was at it again after his first hit-out with 
his new squad at NSW’s Parklea headquarters running an eye 
over the trialists from local and abroad. 

Littbarski made it quite clear that if the current trial players 
were not up to scratch then he would have no hesitation but to 
Jook through his world-wide links, preferably in Japan where 
he coached for 10 seasons at Yokohama. 

Tum to Pages 5 and 7 for an exclusive interview with Ian 
Crook and news stories filtering through from the Sydney FC 
camp. 
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(right) Pierre Littbarski speaks to his new players 
during their first training hit-out at Aussie Stadium 
on Monday (Photo by Carlos Furtado) 
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SOCCEROOS QUALIFIER? 


The Socceroos shown using Suncorp Stadium for training last 
season. Could the venue be used for the World Cup 
Qualifiers? 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane is a strong con- 

tender to host the Socceroos 

deciding World Cup quali- 
fiers this year, according to news- 
paper reports. 

The Sunday Mail in Brisbane 
reported at the weekend the 
Queensland government is negotiat- 
ing with Football Federation 
Australia officials for the Socceroos 
to play two home qualifying matches 
in Queensland. 

The Soccereos will play the 
Solomon Islands in the first qualifier 
in September and if they win, as 
expected, they will advance to meet a 
South American heavyweight in 
November with Suncorp Stadium 
proposed as the venue. 

‘The Socceroos’ World Cup dream 
then will depend on victory over the 
South American team — which will 
be the country that finishes fifth in a 
pool including reigning World Cup 
champions Brazil and former cham- 
pions Argentina and Uruguay. 

FFA spokesman John O'Sullivan 
revealed a Socceroos training camp 


held in Brisbane last year, when 
Harry Kewell and other European- 
based stars trained at the venue, was 
atest mission. 

“One of the reasons we brought 
the team to Suncorp last year was to 
geta feel of the ground,” he said. 

“We're mindful we haven't had the 
opportunity to bring a game to 
Brisbane and wanted to find out what 
the team thought of the venue.” 

High-level talks between the FFA 
and government officials will be held 
next month, 

Other states are also bidding for 
hosting rights and government finan- 
cial support will be crucial to the 
decision. 

Queensland Sports Minister Terry 
Mackenroth said the possibility of an 
international in Brisbane was appeal- 
ing, but the Government would not 
be lured into a bidding war with other 
states. 

Tf Queensland is successful in 
securing the play-offs, the match 
against the Solomon Islands could be 
played at a regional centre, possibly 
‘Townsville. 


GST INCLUSIVE 


A traffic jam at the top of the NSW Premier League 
has set the scene for the most dramatic and exciting 
three rounds of the season before the competition 
splits into two groups of eight, 

Sydney United had top striker Pablo Cardozo to 
thank after his 48th minute goal earned his side a one- 
all draw against rivals Bankstown City Lions. 

Tn front of a healthy three thousand plus crowd at 
Edensor Park, United and Bankstown played out an 
entertaining match that saw high quality football from 
both ends of the field. 

Sydney United’s nearest rivals Blacktown City 
Demons earned themselves a massive two-one victory 
over strugglers Marconi to stand on equal points with 
the Reds. 

Tarn to Page 9 for ABSW’s weekly eight page 
installment on the NSW Premier League. 
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‘ull City boss Peter Taylor 

was delighted for striker 
Danny Allsopp after his two 
goals in Saturday's victory 
over League One rivals 
Wrexham. 

Allsopp hit the back of the net 
either side of half-time to put 
City in control in the 2-1 win and 
England U21 boss Taylor said: 

"If we took our chances we 
would of scored more goals, and 
it certainly shouldn't have been 
so tight at the end, but Wrexham 
are a very difficult team to play 
against. 

"Im delighted for Danny 
Allsopp because he's a great boy 
and a good professional and he's 
been a bit down in tems of con- 
fidence, so this should do him a 
lot of good.” 

Allsopp has been linked with 
amove to Melbourne Victory but 
with his recent run of form could 
stay on in England. 


eset 


ustralian-born Croatia 

international Joey 
Didolica has been voted 2004's 
third best player, and top goal- 
keeper, in the Austrian 
Bundesliga, with Rapid 
Vienna's captain Steffen 
Hofmann taking out overall 
hononrs. 

The Austrian Soccer Guide 
2005 features Austrian 
Bundesliga reviews, European 
competitions, world football sta- 
tistics and player profiles. 

Didulica's solid form and con- 
sistency was the main reason 
highlighted for his selection. 

Several prominent sports jour- 
nalists were quoted explaining 
their vote for Didulica: "It's 
strange to put a goalkeeper as 
player of the year but Didulica 
definitely deserves it, He can 
play at any club in the world and 
you cannot say that about any 
other player in the league." - 
Horst Hotsch (Sportszeitung) 

"Didulica is an absolute top 
Keeper and will soon become 
Croatia's No.1" - Wolfgang 
Winheim (The Kurier) 

"Didulica's consistency in the 
League and intemational games 
is what impressed me. Didulica 
deserves the title world class." - 
Christian Nehiba (Premiere) 
"Didulica has definitely shown 
that he is European class." - 


rere 


drian Caceres has been 

by League Two 

leaders Yeovil Town by mutual 
consent, 

The 23-year-old Argentinian 
winger, who grew up in 
Australia, joined the Glovers 
from Perth Glory in the summer. 

He has scored four goals this 
term and made seven league 
starts. Glovers boss Gary 
Johnson told the club's official 
website; 

"It’s a disappointing situation 
because we felt he had tremen- 
dous potential but unfortunately 
he wasn't able to show that con- 
sistently in the first team. 

Boston United boss Steve 
Evans handed a trial to Caceres, 

‘The 23-year-old's availability 
has alerted Pilgrims boss Evans 
and the Scot is set to run the rule 
over the Australian. 

"It is fair to say that Caceres 
was magnificent for Yeovil when 
we played them at Huish Park in 
August,” Evans told the club's 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


Shane McGirr: Wollongong Wolves striker's move to 
Johor has fallen through 


official website, 

"When I heard that he may be 
available, I was immediately 
interested and the trial spell will 
allow us to have a good look at 
the boy - with a view to some- 
thing longer-term." 


eesee 


egular games for English 

ie One outfit 

Blackpool could earn goal- 

keeper Brad Jones a new con- 

tract with Premier League club 
Middlesbrough. 

With Socceroo custodian 
Mark Schwarzer and Carlo Nash 
ahead of him in the Boro pecking 
order and his contract due to 
expire at the end of the season, 
Jones agreed to a loan arrange- 
ment with Blackpool late last 
year with the aim of playing reg- 
ular first team football. 

That's a goal he has now 
achieved, Jones chalking up 
eleven outings for Blackpool, 
and the former Bayswater City 
player hopes he's done enough to 
convince Middlesbrough of his 
worth, 

"I'm just waiting for the phone 
call to say that negotiations with 
Middlesbrough have started)," 
Jones told the West Australian, 

"I know I'm not going to push 
Schwarzy out of the team that 
easily, It's just a case of me get- 
ting games and proving I can 
play league football and then, 
hopefully, the club will have 
more confidence in me, 
Hopefully, next season I'll be 
number two and then if anything 
happens to Schwarzy, they'd 
have to put me in.” 

In 2001 he represented 
Australia at Under-20 level, and 
successful loan spells with 
Stockport County and Blackpool 
lead to Jones’ first team debut for 
‘Boro in January 2004. 

Later that same year he was a 
member of the Australia squad 
which competed at the Athens 
Olympic Games. 
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‘ollongong Wolves’ excit- 

ing prospect Shane 
McGirr had his Malaysian 
transfer called off the last 
minute due to some unfortu- 
nate implications. 

‘This has forced the striker to 
once again put the boots on for 
the Wolves much to the delight 
of coach Adrian Alston. 

McGirr was set to move to 
Malaysian side Johor but the 25- 
year-old’s move fell sour at the 
last hour, 

Johor coach Raul Carrizo was 
gunning for McGirr’s presence 
in Malaysia and stated that the 
Wolves star had an eye for goal. 

Tt wasn’t to be for the former 
Wests Ilawarra and Port 
Kembala star who will play out 
the whole season with the 
Wolves before switching to the 
local lucrative Premier League in 
Tllawarra. 

No doubt, Shane has made a 
huge impact with a few clubs 
from across Australia keen on 
Keeping tabs on the promising 
striker. 


ates 


Ma" outfit Kadar 
week put pen to 


paper on former Socceroo 
midfield maestro Gabriel ‘Chi 
Chi’ Mendez, 

The former St George mid- 
fielder agreed to the $120, 000 
fee terms between both his NSW. 
Premier League side and Kadar 
and has already set out for 
Malaysia. 

The deal was helped by for- 
met Socceroo Scott Ollemshaw 
and player adviser Tony Rallis. 

It was said that the 
Queensland Roar were close to. 
signing Mendez but the money in 
Malaysia was too good to be true 
forthe silky midfielder. 
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loventry City defender 
‘Sean Cooney says he'd 
consider a return to Australia 
and an A-League contract. 
The Republic of Ireland youth 


intemmational has shaken off a 
long-standing ankle injury and is 
considering his future at 
Highfield Road. 

“Td listen to clubs in Australia 
if they wanted to talk. Il look at 
all my options," he told the West 
Australian. Cooney is off con- 
‘tract at the end of this season. 


sees 


‘evin Kilbane believes Tim 

has been one of the 

club's most important players 

"Tim has been great for us this 
season. 

"He makes himself a nuisance 
for us in the middle of the park 
and he has been one of the key 
players for us throughout the 
year. 

"He was great over the 
Christmas period when we were 
getting a bit jaded. Tim was the 
one player who sparked us off 
and helped us kick-on by getting 
forward and scoring goals. 

"I would rather have had Tim 
missing for the cup game than 
the league game, because the 
Teague is so important for us. 
"These 11 games we have got 
coming up are very big for the 
club, We have just got to believe 
in ourselves and what we can 
achieve because we are capable 
of doing good things here" 

He has netted five goals from 
his 23 league starts, plus another 
in the FA Cup, to make him the 
club's second top scorer behind 
“Marcus Bent. 


eetee 


Wollongong Wolves 
have been lifled with the 
mews that former 
Bournemouth youth keeper 
Dimirti Brinias has joined the 
lub until the end of the season. 
Having spent quite some time 
in England, Greece and more 
recently Italy, Brinias has found 
his way back to Australia hoping 
to re-establishing himself in the 
domestic competition. 
Brinias will be fighting for the 
club’s number one jersey against 
‘Scott Whalan. 


improved contract offer to stay 
with the Scottish First Division 
club to take a chance on landing 
a deal with the Knights, 

‘The left-sided attacker, who 
can also play at left-back, 
enjoyed an impressive spell with 
the Accies before picking up a 
knock earlier this month. 

Accies Allan Maitland was 
prepared to offer him new terms, 
but Sydney-born Carney had his 
heart set on trying his luck with 
the Australian/NZ A-League 
competition. 

Camey came through the 
youth system at Everton and 
played in the 2002 FA Youth Cup 
final alongside Wayne Rooney 
and Anthony Gerrard against 
Aston Villa. 


od 


| es Wollongong 
/Wolves skipper Ben Blake 
left our shores last week bound 
for Malaysia’s Pahang for tri- 
als, 

The 29-year-old has been in 
outstanding form for the Wolves 
in the NSW Premier League sea- 
son and was also sought after by 
A-League side the Queensland 
Roar. 

Blake along with team-mate 
Daniel Cummins set out for a 
week's trials at Queensland but 
nothing eventuated as of yet. 

Instead of staying put, Blake 
got the call from Malaysia and 
has since been on trials in hoping 
to score a contract in Asia. 


ree 


erne’s Australian star 

Ljubo Milicevic will be 
given a chance to strut his stuff 
for the Socceroos in the up and 
coming Confederations Cup if 
his match fitness continues to 
‘Increase. 

Socceroos coach Frank Farina 
flew to Switzerland to see Ljubo 
in action but the game was 
called-off due to the weather. 

Farina stated that he will be 
giving the former Olyoos skipper 
achance. 

Milicevic is still regarded as 
being one of the best Australian 
talents ever to leave these shores, 


David Camey: Hamilton Academicals winger could sign 
with A-League side New Zealand Knights 


Bleiberg's Queensland Roar has 


Lions players, have been 
rewarded for their excellent 
form for the Club over a num- 
ber of years in the Brisbane 


Melbourne), Jon Richter, 

Josh McLaughan and Tom 

Willis (Newcastle United). 
Bleiberg now expects to 


ing midfield and joined Lions 
from Taringa in 2000 as a 
Reserve player. He scored the 
winning goals in the Grand 


competition. complete his handing out of the Finals of 2002 and 2003 before 
Prior to these latest four con- final of his 20 A-League con- being signed to the Strikers in 

tract signings, master coach tract within the next four weeks the last NSL season. 
Bleiberg had signed the follow- with the signings of three for- Reece Tollenaere, 27, played 
ing 13 players: eign Internationals. National League as a teenager 
Michael Baird (Sydney ‘Two are anticipated to come in the late 90's for Newcastle 
Olympic), Royce Brownlie from South Korea (Shin and Breakers and Brisbane Strikers. 
Chang) plus another defender He was regarded as one of the 


from Switzerland, Stephan 
Keller. Bleiberg was elated for 
the opportunity to include four 


most lethal strikers in the local 
competition over the past two 
years and scored two goals in 


of his most trusted players in = the 2004 Grand Final. 
Reece Tollenaere: the Roar squad. Todd Gava: ‘The final signing of the Warren Moon: 
Goalscorer “These are my most satisty- Defender quart is young Ben Griffin, Attacking midflelder 


(Brisbane Strikers), Remo ing signings asthey reall guys er originally from Lismore. He 18, @ product of The Gap Another positive of these 
Buess (FC Zurich), Karl that belong to what I call ‘the started at Lions as a Reserve Juniors, QAS and Australia signings is that they bring the 
Dodd (Brisbane Strikers), hat-trick heroes’, being part of player and quickly progressed Under 17. total number of Queenslanders 
Chad Gibson (Marconi the squad that won the Brisbane the senior team, winning the Ben isamember of the cur- in the squad to 12 out of I7. 
Stallions), Scott Higgins Premier League Grand Final “Best and Fairest’ in the last | TatAustvalian Under20 squad. Bleiberg_ will commence 
Brisbane Strikers), Gordan and Championships in 2002, three consecutive years. A tall and strong defender, he pre-season training next 
and ‘Tyler Simpson (St 2003 and 2004 for Lions.” Former Brisbane Striker  W@S also part of Lions 2004 Monday 7th March. 

George NSW Premier Gava, 23, is a utility defend- Warren Moon, 22, plays attack- Championship team, 


i ae ke ) ATTENTION 
The Tigers Junior | | mca PLAYERS 
Soccer Club Inc. Have a SOLICITOR handle 


your next deal 


Second Pivision “DON’T BE CAUGHT OUT” 
Players oY 


of another four players to the 
Roar squad which now 
stands at a total of 17. 

‘Todd Gava, Warren Moon, 
Reece Tollenacre and Ben 


Griffin, all former Queensland 


2005 Registration for Players 
Applications for Managers and Coaches » CONTACT 
The above Club is seeking Managers, Coaches and Players (wanted BECHGE RAGS 


in all the below listed age groups. 


U6, U7, UB, U9, U10, U11, U12, U13, U14, U15, U16 a eerie vals heedeees a ALBERT MACRI 


Girls for U10, U12, U14 & U16s 
Ladies Teams and All Age Men 


(Please note that the Club has 4 teams in each age ip) 


To register your child please visit the club's new Administration 
Headquarters (located in the VIP Grandstand) 
LAMBERT PARK SPORTSGROUND 

MARION STREET, LEICHHARDT 
Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 5.30pm 
and on Saturday 


MARCH 5 


FOR ALL ENQUIRES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUBS’ 24 HR INFOLINE 
9560 5414 


Positions still available in the senior elite U13’s, U14’S, 
U15’s, U16’s & U18's Premier Youth League Squads 


(Sydney’s largest sporting club) 


Proud Major Sponsors 


Parkes Reserve, Canley Vale 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 7.30pm 


Training sessions will be until the end of March to 
finalise the teams 


if you would Ilke to play please contact: 
Head Coach: Peter Berry 0405 679 121 


Di Luis Parra 0423 765 629 
Rafael Rodriguez 0419 491 810 


@ PARTNERS 


79A BATHURST ST, 
LIVERPOOL NSW 


PHONE: (02) 9601 7888 
FAX: (02) 9601 5996 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND 13 FIXTURES 


SATURDAY 5 MARCH 
Home Team Away Team 

Blue Devils Wollongong Wolves 
Blacktown City Demons 


SUNDAY 6 MARCH 

Home Team Away Team 
Bankstown City Lions Rockdale City Suns 
A.P.LA.-Leichhardt Tigers Sydney Crescent Star 


Venue 

Belconnen Soccer Centre 
Fairfax Community Stadium 
Serbian Centre 

St George Stadium 

Central Coast Stadium 
Cook Park (St Marys) 


Venue 
densen Park 
Lambert Park 
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JETS ROLLIN [23.7973 
NEW RECRUITS Petal 


-League side Newcastle United 

Jets last week confirmed 3 

re signings for their squad 

adding Mark Bridge, Brett Studman 
and Paul Kohler. 

— “Mark Bridge is the current Australian 
Under 20’s striker and is looking forward 
toa big year ahead. The talented young- 
ster has his sights set on winning a World 
Club Championship place with the Jets, a 
World Youth Championship Campaign 
with Australia, followed by a successful 
inaugural season in the Hyundai A- 
League. 

“It’s certainly going to be a big year 
ahead for me, and I am really looking 
forward to it. The club is very focused on 
the World Club Championship qualifiers 
and the players have shown at training 
already this week that places in the team 
will be hard to win, so T am really work- 
ing hard to grab a spot up front.” Bridge 
said, “I also have the World Youth 
Championship in the Netherlands in June 
in my sights which should be a very 
exciting experience.” 

Brett Studman brings the total of 
Under 20 players in Newcastle’s squad 
to four, with the strong, up and coming 
defender happy to make the move with 
his family to Newcastle. The former AIS 


Industrious midfielder 
Paul Kohler has been snapped 
up the Newcastle Jets 
gradvate feels the opportunity in the 
Hyundai A-League is just the chance he 
needs to launch a successful career in 


football. 

“With each club only having 20 play- 
ers in the squad, contracts were going to 
be difficult to get. I feel very privileged 
to be signed by the Jets, and want to take 
every opportunity that comes my way.” 
Studman said, “I have a 1 year contract 
with the club, so I need to make the most 
of the year ahead. This first week of 
training has been great, and all the boys 
have been very welcoming. It's a great 
environment to leam and grow as a foot- 
baller.” 

The Jets also added experienced 
defender Paul Kohler to the list. The for- 
mer Championship winning Sydney 
Olympic defender gives Coach Jean- 
Paul de Marigny another option in an 
already solid backline. 

“Although Paul is only in his mid 
20’s, he has played a lot of football and 
teally adds another level of experience to 
our squad,” de Marigny said, “and his 
versatility on the park really gives us a 
number of options when we look at our 
structure, You need players like Paul ina 
squad, and I was happy when he decided 
to joinus.” 

The Jets have now signed 16 players 
to the Club for its inaugural Hyundai A- 
‘League Campaign. 


Anastasiadis delighted 
with South start 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


Ts Blue and White machine 
‘of South Melbourne has fully 
come to life since its inclusion 
into the Victorian Premier League 
after its demise from the National 
League. 

Eyen though a handful of rounds 
have only been played in the Victorian 
competition, South Melbourne have 
shown a strong indication that they 
mean business this season. 

Coach and former Socceroo John 
Anastasiadis has pumped his chargers 
this year and already positive results 
have seen the Blues eam valuable 
points for their hopeful run towards 
the championship. 

“Obviously it is still early days but 
T’ve been delighted with the team’s 
performance on a whole. 

“We've shown that we can step up 
in the Premier League even though 
many people had written us off prior 
to the commencement of the league, 

“This has only motivated us, there 
is still along way to go though and we 
will be going through a tough few 
weeks facing highly rated sides which 
will surely test our character. 

One motivation the former South 
Melboume hero has given his players 
has been the fact that every VPL side 
would love nothing more than to 
knock off the former National League 
champions. 

“Every week is a cup final for us 
it’s as simple as that, 

“We play as if it were our last game 
and we know that getting three points 
especially at home is a must if we are 
to challenge for the championship this 
year. 

“Its no secret that every team in the 


batch currently under the wing at the 
Blues.” 

One probability that could happen 
to South Melbourne is that due to the 
team’s good fortunes in their youth 
system, a few could be under the 
microscope at Melbourne Victory 
with coach Emie Merrick keeping a 
close eye on various players in the 
VPL 

“T haven't heard anything yet in 
terms of our players going for trials at 
the Victory but it would not surprise 


» By Mark 
Stavroulakis 


‘any would not 
M- heard the 
name Maréelo 
Pena before but his South 
American name says it all.’ 

Gifted with the magic of 
Latin football with his sub- 
lime touches and skills, 
Pena is currently being pur- 
sued by A-League sides 
Sydney. FC and the 
Melbourne Victory. 

His CV speaks for itself, 
his a former Chilean 
International and has 
played for the best clubs in 
Chile. 

Colo. Colo and 
Union Catolica 
being the few 


Marcelo Pena: Former Chilean international 
currently on trials with Sydney FC 


Sydney where be battled 
alongside another dozen for 
four vacant spots at the 
club. 

The Victory are also set 
to hand Pena trials giving 
him more of a chance in 
scoring an A-League con- 
tract. 

“Tam very happy to have 
been given the chance to 
trial at Sydney FC, itis now 
up to me to trial well and 
hopefully get a contract out 
of them.” 

Pena stated that if the tri- 
als do not work out as 
planned then a move back 
to Chile where he is more 
well-known and respected 

would be on the 
cards. 
“As a foot- 


Promising future prospects for South Melbourne: 
Peter Koutsoupias (left) & Vasillos Natsioulas 


VPL wants to knock us off so we 


as the youth are our future and we at 


always expect to be treated like that South are lucky to have some of the 
but in a way it really pumps up the “best young talent around, 
players,” Anastasiadis stated to “Peter Koutsoupias, _Vasilios 
ABSW. Natsioulas, Arthur Tsirtsakis and Evan. 
With the likes of Vaughan Coveny,  Karavitis are just some of the young- 
Con Blatsis, Kosta Salapasidis and — sters we currently have on board that 
Dean Anastasiadis running the are doing really well. 
show in the experienced “They are quite lucky to 
department, the club * have the likes of 
has also. invested * Vaughan, Con and 
highly in Kosta helping 
recruiting them out in 
many young EST. 19: their game but 
future stars that 2 I've been 
atc tas SOUTH MELBOURNE S pron othe 
household way they have 
names at Bob handled the 
Jane Stadium. Victorian Premier 
“What I wanted League so far. 
to set out at the start “One thing people 


of the season with 
South was to make sure 
that our youth would get a run 


have to remember is 
that teams cannot afford 
to always usé recyclable 


and that prospects for the future were _ players, South Melbourne has been a 
signed. Tich club in producing talents and they 
“Tts only naturally that we'd do this will continue to do so with the new 
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me if they do get that call-up. that Pena baller you 

“As I said before we haye a good | has passed must have a 
set-up so if they do getitthenit will be | through. second 
full credit to them”. One such option and I 

Known as one of the most vocal | fact that has know that in 
supporters from across the country, | baffled many my case it will 
the South Melboume faithful have | is that Pena was * be back in Chile. 
certainly let their voices felt al the last | in fact born and bred “I came back to 


two home matches for the Blues. 

During round one, South 
Melbourne faced old time rivals but 
close friends Heidelberg United which 
filled up the 12,000 capacity at Bob 
Jane Stadium, it was a day 
Anastasiadis will long remember. 

“What more can I say about the 
match against Heidelberg but how 
unreal the atmosphere was, it was 
something that I know the players 
themselves will not forget and I as the 
coach will always cherish. 

“We should have won the game, we 
had some good chances but we did 
play against an organized Heidelberg 
side but in the end both teams were 
satisfied. 

“Since then we've been really 
hapoy with our supporters, They've 
‘been great. Having come to our away 
matches as well, you always know 
that they are around.” 


in Sydney’s Parramatta 
area, 

The 29-year-old also 
made the UI7 Joeys side 
and was part of both the 
Marconi Stallions and 
Sydney Olympic youth set- 
ups during his junior days 
before departing to his par- 
ents homeland of Chile at 
18, 

The mobile midfielder 
signed a short-term deal 
with Victorian Premier 
League side Bentleigh 
Greens but his perfor- 
tances there have caught 
the eye of Melbourne 
Victory coach Erie 
Merrick and also various 
followers at Sydney FC. 

This week Pena was 
given his first trials for 


Australia, firstly because it 
was where I was born and 
secondly because of my 
family. 

“Thave a wife and a child 
now and I know that the 
Australian lifestyle is the 
best in the world so gaining 
# contract in the A-League 
would certainly benefit 
myself and my family. 

“However, if it does not 
work out then moving back 
to South America would 
not go far behind.” 

Pena is set to trial to 
Friday before arriving back 
in Melbourne with his side 
Bentleigh Greens in their 
game against the 
Melbourne Knights on 
Saturday. 


By 
Mark Stavroulakis 


ith onty five spots 

remaining = in 

Sydney FC's A- 
League squad, this week's 
first training session is set to 
be an anxious one for the 
dozen or so trial players on 
show. 

Currently staggering on the 
inclusions of Socceroos 
David Zarilic, Steve Corica 
and Ufuk Talay and with the 
possibility of recruiting for- 
mer Manchester United strik- 
er Dwight Yorke, the 
spotlight will be set for the 
dozen players keen to make 
their mark on Assistant Coach 
Tan Crook. 

"At the moment we have 
‘one or two players coming in 
from the local league here in 
Australia while it looks as 
though ten players from over- 
seas will make up the abroad 
contingent." 

Players CV's sprawling 
from Trinidad & Tobago, 
Serbia, France, Germany, 
Uruguay and Argentina will 
be making their presence felt 
this week at Soccer NSW's 
Parklea headquarters but due 
fo certain restrictions, Crook 


was unable to name the play- let's just say I wanted to trial 
es. four players from Marconi. 
“At this stage we are cur- "Seeing as though trials 
rently having some visa _ started on the 28th (February) 
issues with some of the over- by NSW Premier League 
seas players which should be terms that was the cut off 
worked out but its becanse of — mark for any club wishing to 
that reason I cannot name the purchase any player. 
players. "Now say by mid-week we 
"I don't want to name a decided to sign all four 
player that does not pop up to Marconi players then 
training but we will have the Stallions could 
at least ten or so not replace them 
from abroad.” as the transfer 
‘Two overseas deadline had 
players that have passed. 
been noted through \ "That was the dilem- 
‘various sources at Wey ma we faced 
ABSW have been which was 
that of striker SYDINIEEY” unfortunate butt 
Stephen Weah FC can highly sym- 


and midfielder Marcelo 
Pena. 


Weah, nephew of the 
famous George Weah at AC 
Milan and former Chilean 
intemational Pena will cer- 
tainly add some spice into the 
trial sessions. 

‘Crook believed that there 
would have been more input 
and focus from the local 
scene but due to the rules that 
apply within Soccer NSW, 
permitted Sydney FC to trial 
more players. 

"TM give you a scenario, 


pathize with the NSW 
Premier League clubs about 
this situation. 

"We would be leaving the 
club with a massive hole and 
being a coach, I'd know I 
would hate to have that put 
upon me." 

Trials commenced at 
Parklea last Monday and 
Crook has worked out a fair 
way in giving trial players a 
chance to give it their all fora 
full week's training. 

“What I have done is 
blended in the trial players 


amongst the 15-squad mem- 
bers. 

"We've had two training 
sessions a day whereby 
myself and a few other offi- 
cials have been running a 
close eye on the trial players. 

"It will commence with a 
week then if we need to look 
at the players more we will 
increase the trial. 

“If we believe a player has 
shown enormous potential 
from the first few training 
sessions then we will sign 
them straight away. 

"I really want to give 
everyone a fair chance in per- 
forming for a contract." 

Away from the trail play- 

ers,.Crook and staff took the 
week off in Queensland for a 
bonding session, which the 
former English international 
explained, was a complete 
success, 
"I was really pleased with 
the way the lads bonded in 
Queensland, I think the squad 
will come together just fine. 

"The 3-days where good 
for the likes of Alex (Salazar), 
Ufuk (Talay) and David 
(Zatilic) who got to know 
more about their new team 
members. 

"Tt was good seeing the 


older players mix it up with 
the younger ones." 

‘Away from the squad, the 
coaching Sydney FC coach- 
ing role was finally decided 
last week with former 
German World Cup winner 
Pierre Littbarski taking over 
the reigns at the club. 

Crook was delighted with 
the induction and stated that 
he could not wait to work 
with the German. 

“Pierre’s record speaks for 
itself, he’s been at the highest 
level of the game both as a 
player and as a coach and it’s 
going to be great working 
alongside him.” 

Littbarski was presented as 
Sydney's boss for their inau- 
gural A-League campaign at 
Star City Casino last Saturday 
moming. 
~ He expressed his excite- 
ment about the job at hand 
and said he will use both his 
playing expertise and his 
knowledge as a coach in 
Germany and Japan, where he 
coached in the J-League's 
inaugural season. 

"T think Australia now and 
Japan then are yery similar," 
said the 44-year-old, 

"They started something 
new and everyone was won- 


Jan Crook: Sydney FC's assistant coach will give 
trlal players ample time to strut their stuff at 
training this week 


dering if it would work and if 
it would be successful and 


Jook at it now." 


"I would like to help, 
through Sydney, build up the 
Australian League and then 
the National Team will 
become stronger also." 

Finally, asked about what 
the latest with the Dwight 
Yorke signing was, Crook 
replied: 

"Many people seem to 
think that this deal can be 
done over the phone, well that 
is not the case. 

"Thave spoken to his man- 
agement company and my 
close friend and Dwight's 
coach Steve Bruce about him 
coming here and its all been 


quite positive. 

"By no means will it be an 
easy task though as we will be 
battling heavily against offers 
from the First Division in 
England and various other 
European clubs. 

"Sydney FC though will do 
all that they can in hoping to 
bring Dwight down-under. 

"His signing would be 
probably the biggest this 
country has ever seen, so we 
are hoping it all works out. 

"It will be huge for the 
‘game to have a player like 
Dwight partake in the A- 
League the media coverage 


would be endless and that is 
something this game 
requires.” 


Merrick marvels signings 


By Mark 
Stavroulakis 


ew Melbourne 
Victory coach Ernie 
Merrick has eight 
vacant spots left in filling up 
his squad for the A-League 
and believes that the recruit- 
ment's he's made to date 
have been that of top quali- 


"The main priority for not 
only myself but for the board 
of the Victory was.to sign a 
quality squad and we've done 
just that with the twelve we've 
already signed. 

“Tts safe to say that most of 
the players signed are 90% 
under the 23 age bracket 
which is what the club was 
searching for. 

“What the Victory have set 
is to have a predominately 
young squad mixed in with a 
few experienced players from 
overseas" 

Certain criteria’ s were fol- 
lowed by Merrick and Gary 
Cole in the inclusion of the 
various youngsters such as 
Vince Lia, Kristian Sarkies 
and Adrian Leijer who all fol- 
lowed the same pathway in 
their careers, 

"We selected players that 
went through our institute sys- 
tems such as the VIS, AIS and 


NSWIS and that were also 
were involved in the 
Australian youth set-up with 
the Joeys or Young Socceroos. 
Players who had some 
National League experience 
was yet another indication. 
"This was the guide we fol- 
lowed, as being a firm believ- 
ex in the Institute program, 
anyone that has 
through them would know 
that technically and physically 


you are taught how to become 2 


a professional footballer.” 
Nine out of the twelve sign- 
ings for the Victory have been 
involved in various institutes 
from across Australia, which 
has only reiterated Mertick's 
appointments to the fullest. 
With various names such as 
Joshua Kennedy, Kevin 
Muscat, Spase Dilevski, 


Daniel Allsop and Eugene 
Galekovic mentioned as the 
Victory's next signings, 
Merrick has kept a tight lid on 
who the club will sign next. 

‘Tm a firm believer that 
until we sign players on the 
dotted line then no names can 
be mentioned. 

"The media and player 
agents love to speculate which 
is fine but whether they are 
based on truth is another story. 

"I can tell you this though 
that we are looking for a goal- 
keeper, defender, midfielder 
and striker, so we are search- 
ing for these positions at the 
moment for balance in the 


"As I mentioned earlier, our 
main focus is to sign on the 
experienced players who will 
guide the youngsters through. 


Full steam ahead for Melbourne Victory coach 
Ernie Merrick 


"When we finish finalizing 
that then we will continue our 
search for players from across 
Australia in completing our 

. 


As a healthy carrot for any 
player excelling in the 
Victorian Premier League, 
certain players would get a 
look in by the Victory mentor. 

"I have monitored various 
players from the VPL and 
have kept tabs on them. [f they 
continue they way their going 
then I will definitely give 
them a chance." 

Merrick has flown to 
Sydney and Adelaide looking 
for potential talent for his 
‘squad and could possibly pick 
up a player or two from each 
state, 

Pre-season has kicked off 
for the Victorians with ten of 
their 12 squad members hav- 
ing gone’ through their first 
paces at training last Monday 
under a very strategic plan set 
out by Merrick. 

“T've been quite happy with 
the progress of the team so far, 
even though we have half of 
our squad, many of the players 
were delighted to have hit the 
pitch once more”, 

Facility wise, the Victory 
are set for a major coup very 
soon tagging down an elite 
training pitch from a un- 


named Private school. 

"Being at the VIS for so 
tong, the facilities we had 
there were second to none and 
1 will continue to have this 
kind of showing with the 
Vietory. 

"We will be having an asso- 
ciation with the VIS using 
their facilities but a certain 
Private School which we can- 
‘not name yet have given us a 
strong indication in using their 
unbelievable facilities. 

"This school has spent $17 
million on the upgrade of their 
facilities so it looks very 
promising. 

"Players must feel at ease 
and by saying that, training in 
high quality pitches is what 
we intend to do”. 

In terms of where the 
Victorians will be playing out 
their home matches, the for- 
met VIS coach stated that 
negotiations with the board 
for both the Telstra Dome and 
Olympic Park have kicked off 
and that an agreement would 
be reached in the next few 
weeks, 

It is also-understood that 
the Victorian — State 
Government could be funding 
a special practice pitch just 
outside the Vodafone Arena. 

Asked about what the cur- 
rent situation with the 


Victory's assistant coach, 
Merrick replied: "No word has 
‘been made yet about that but I 
will be hiring a full-time assis- 
tant and a part-time assistant 
coach, 

"I'm a believer of multi- 
skilled people and believe the 
more input from different 
experienced people the better. 

"These two are very well- 
known men in the footballing 
circles here in Australia so 
expect an announcement very 
cone 
With the World 
Championship qualifying 
tournament set to kick off on 
the 7th of May, the Victory 
have been paired off with John 
Kosmina's Adelaide United, a 
side that had started its pre- 
season campaign way back in 
December. 

The Scotsman stated that 
they will be under prepared 
for the first real hit-out for the 


lub but will give it their best 
shot, 

"We won't have the luxury 
like all the clubs in having a 
full team to select from, 

“Archie (Thompson) and 
Andy (Vlahos) will. be 
unavailable for selection as 
their contracts- officially 
expire with their respective 
European clubs on the first of 
June. 

"This will also apply to at 
least another 4 or 5 players 
who we have yet to sign but 
will give us the same issue. 

"We will give it our best 
shot and there will be no 
excuses though so people 
should expect a great game. 

"Fans have to realise that 
we are very serious about 
everything we do but our main 
priority is getting our squad in 
tact for the start of the A- 
League season in August.” 


DUSAN PURAC FOOTBALL ACADEMY 


World aclaimed for bays and gitfs 
recommended by FIFA 


Highly 
Leading world skilied coach Dusan Purac 


‘Sydneywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Mobile 0418 263 644 
‘www.readysetgoal.com.au 
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Herbert takes up All Whites post 


lhe All Whites have 

their first New 

Zealand-born coach 
with the appointment of 
former All White Ricki 
Herbert announced last 
Friday. 

The member of the 1982 
World Cup All Whites has 
been given the job for 2005 
and at this stage has just one 
match scheduled against 
Australia on June 9 in 
London. 

Herbert is very excited to 
take oyer the role relin- 
quished by Mick Waitt at the 
end of last year and is focus- 
ing on the match against 
Australia hoping it will lead 
to his contract being extend- 
ed. 

"Hopefully I'm in the posi- 
tion to be sitting here in sort 
of eight months time to say 
that there is something more 
long term but it is about the 
game and I have that opportu- 
nity to get it right and I'l be 
doing my best to get it right," 


the 43-year-old told the press 
conference. 

New NZS CEO Graham 
Seatter announced Herbert's 
appointment and is also hope- 
full that he can stay and devel- 
op in the coaching position. 

"Nothing would make us 
happier to give him a long 
term contract at the end of 
this year," Seatter said. 

"We'll be doing everything 
we can to assist him be as 
successful as he can so it's in 
our interest to be a long term 
position but we're not really 
able to do it at this point in 
time." 

Despite only having one 
game to work with at this 
stage Herbert is likely to 
make some changes from the: 
team that lost to Vanuatu last 
year with a-definife eye on 
developing the team for the 
future. 


He has named three key 
players to form the base of his 
side - Blackburn Rovers 
defender Ryan Nelsen, Roda 


JC midfielder Ivan Vicelich 
and Waitakere United defend- 
er Danny Hay - but he wants 
to bring through some 
younger players around them. 

“Around that (trio) there's a 
load of young, talented guys 
that need to get the experi- 
ence and I won't be hanging 
my hat on just this one game, 
although I think it's important 
for the game to secure a good 
team moving forward, and if 
that means cutting a few play- 
ers in June then I'm prepared 
to sacrifice.” 

Herbert has been involved 
with the national side over the 
last three years and coached 
the Olympic side that pushed 
Australia hard in 2004 so has 
a good knowledge of the cur- 
rent players and the future All 
Whites. 

"A lot of the players that 
have been introduced recently 
have come through the 
Olympic campaign which I 
handled with Brian Tuer so 
T'm yery familiar with them,” 


he said. 

He is hoping New Zealand 
Soccer continue to build the 
programme for the develop- 
ment teams so they can gain 
experience and. see a path to 
the All Whites. 

"It's been difficult because 
there -hasn't been a lot of 
activity for them but it's beenr 
refreshing over the last few 
years that we're moving for- 
ward, moving in that right 
direction but it takes time." 

Herbert is best known as 
one of the 1982 All Whites 
side that made the World Cup 
in Spain. He made 9 appear- 
ances for the All Whites and 
he also played in England for 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
from 1984 to 1986. 

Since he finished playing 
at the top level over 10 years 
ago he has been working his 
way up the coaching ranks 
and is now in the process of 
working through his UEFA A 
coaching license, which is the. 
top coaching qualification. 


"The good news is we've 
got someone of that calibre 
from a coaching point of view 
and a playing point of view 
and also from a heritage of 
New Zealand point of view, 
‘The three come together real- 
ly well,” Seatter said. 

Herbert would love to have 
a decent stint as All White 
coach and ideally help New 
Zealand reach a standard 
where they can again make 
the World Cup finals but for 
now his focus is on the game 
at Craven Cottage on June 9 
against Australia. 

"T guess it's time now for 
me to sink my teeth into what 
is the biggest and best job in 
the country," Herbert said. 

"It's something I really will 
treasure and nobody could be 
more passionate about mov- 
ing the game forward. I'l cer- 
tainly be supporting the team 
as best as I can.” 

Herbert has not yet had 
time to finalise who his assis- 
tants will be for the match. 


Ricki Herbert: Appointed new All-Whites coach 


‘SW Fair Trading 
Minister, John 
Hatzistergos, last 

week announced the com- 

mencement of a new prod- 
uct safety standard for the 
production of moveable 

Soccer goals posts. 

Mr Hatzistergos said the 
new safety standards, which 
comes into effect on March 
1, isthe key recommendation 
from a public inquiry held by 
the NSW Products Safety 
Committee into the safety of 
moveables Soccer goal 


The former Minister, Reba 
Meagher, ordered the inquiry 
last September following a 
coronial inguest into the 
tragic death of three year old 
India Verity in Moss Vale in 
2003. 

"The new standard will 
ensure that moveable Soccer 
goals are designed in such a 
way that will reduce the risk 
of them tipping over," Mr 
Hatzistergos said. 

"Fair Trading engaged an 
engineer and researched 
‘overseas standards to come 
up with the tests that will 
make moveable Soccer goals 
safer. 

"They will continue to 
work closely with manufac- 
turers and Soccer authorities 
such as Soccer NSW and 
Northem Soccer to inform 
and educate the community 
about the new safety stan- 
dard. 


"The NSW Government 
has formed a working group 
including the Departments of 
Fair Trading,. Sport and 
Recreation, Local 
Government, and Education 
to ensure that this important 
safety initiative is properly 
implemented.” 

Mr Hatzistergos said the 
public inquiry generated 31 
submissions. 

"The Products Safety 
Committee recognised that 
safety warnings and a 
reliance on anchoring sys- 
tems were not enough and a 
tough new standard was 
required to prevent future 
tragedies," Mr Hatzistergos 
said. 

"With this in mind, the 
working group is also look- 
ing at ways to phase out the 
use of existing moveable 
posts that do not comply 
with the new safety standard. 

"The Government is 
working with Soccer author- 
ities to make sure that every- 
one involved in sport is very 
aware of the potential hazard 
to our children posed by 
unstable moveable Soccer 
goals, 

The President of Soccer 
NSW, Mr Tom Doumanis, 
has welcomed the new prod- 
uct safety standard, but 
underlined the importance of 
the public education cam- 
paign being driven by Soccer 
NSW, in conjunction with a 
working group of State 


NSW Fair Trading 
Minister: John 
Hatzistergos 


Government departments, 
the Northem NSW Soccer 
Federation and the Football 
Federation of Australia. 

"Over the new few weeks 
before the new season starts, 
Soccer NSW will distribute 
200,000 pamphlets with the 
title "Make Safety Your 
Goal’, said Mr Doumanis, 

"Giving parents, volun- 
teers, club and match offi- 
cials and players 
easy-to-understand safety 
information about moveable 
goalposts is the most impor- 
tant initiative we can take 
tight now." 

Mr Doumanis said the 
pamphlets were just one part 
of the education campaign. 

“At every Soccer forum, 
from state-wide administra- 
tion to rural and regional 
organisations, suburban 


HATZISTERGOS SETS 
NEW SAFETY RULES 


associations and down to 
club level, we are promoting 
the message of moveable 
goalposts safety. 

"The tragic accident at 
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Moss Vale makes this cam- 
paign a compelling duty for 
all involved in Soccer in 
NSW." 


McMahon Jr, 

Danskin seek 

to impress in 
Glory trials 


By Brett Klucznik 


tephen McMahon 

looks likely to become 

Perth Glory's fif- 
teenth player after being 
offered trials by the club. 
MeMahon, the son of Glory 
coach Steve McMahon, 
arrived in Perth late last 
week and is keen to show 
he's not another footballer 
living in his father's shad- 
ow. 

"My ambition is to just 
start well and try and estab- 
Tish myself, and prove to a 
few people that I was worth 
bringing here," said the 20- 
year old midfielder. 

"I'm used to criticism - 
everyone's got their opinion 
and I've had it all my life, so 
I take it on the chin and get 
on with it. Fitness is what my 
game is based around, really 


Stephen McMahon: Keen on tagging down a spot 


and I get up and down, from 
box to box.” 

Coach McMahon said his 
son would bring a different 
dimension to the Glory fol- 
lowing periods in England's 
lower divisions. 

"He'll offer his English 
mentality. He's very tena- 
cious, very fit and enthusias- 
tic, and he's still young and 
still learning," said the Glory 
coach. 

"He will certainly know 
the way it is done, profes- 
sionally, the demands of day- 
to-day training and the 
methods." 

Glory are believed to be 
negotiating with two more 
overseas-based players while 
locally based Young 
Socceroo Matt Danskin last 
Friday began a two-week 
trial with the club, 


"et 


with the Perth Glory 


ABSW(®} 


from the 
dressing sheds 4s 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


ne statement Victory -League side Adelaide competition. are not too many players 

‘coach Ernie Merrick United last Friday Knights boss John ready to immediately 
stated to ABSW last week  cvening played their first hit-  Adshead, the State's coach- progress to the A-League.” 
was that the Melbourne outmatch ofthe seasonwhen ing director in the 1970's, A quick whip around the 
Victory were primmed and they drew one-all with a will travel to Perth in May, clubs reveals several candi- 
ready to tackle the A-League South Australian Premier while Roar assistant John dates for national league 
in August. League select at Hindmarsh Stewart is expected to visit duty. 

Asked about how prepara- Stadium. next month. Goalkeeper Tommi 
tions were going for pre-sea- The game was played to Victory coach Emie Tomich (25), defenders 
son at the club Merrick raise funds for the Eyre Merrick, who was in charge Aaron Cole (24) and Jason 
responded. Peninsula Bushfires Appeal of the Victoria Institute of Williams (24), and attacker 

“At the moment we have which raised a healthy Sport side which played in Greg Sharland (22) would 
12 players signed, two of — $53,000 to victims who lost Perth last year, is also keep- prove more than competitive 


WW 


ISYDNEY which will be arriving in their homes and properties. —_ ing track of WA's talent. at the next level. Louis 
, Tune. Western Knights dual Parkinson (21), Miki Vujacic 
FC “ We are heavily concen- Perth a championship winning coach (21), Antonio Naglieri (21) 
trating on training hard in the Ronnie Campbell, has David Foster (21) and Shaun 
; pre-season and will letoffal © awen for A- known Merrick and Stewart Kilkelly (20) have previously 
ar : the steam when our first League since the trio were involved caught the eye of clubs from 

- game hits in August”. at national league club _ the east. 
Sydney FC new coach Plerre Littbarskl belng presented to the media at Star The ABSW editor was coaches Preston in the 1980's. Twelve months with 
City Casino last weekend (Photo By Carlos Furtado) able to track.down a few Campbell believes there Bristol City has sharpened 


scanehi = “T thi comments and phone calls th Glory's A-League are several local players who __the shot-stopping abilities of 

Littbarski Essel Os pees Noaeiome Waa Trade by various fans of the Lrivals ere ready toxmcve cO0ld step upto the next Jordin Conti (20), while 

gets call that 1 like about this thing by taking their time in 84¢ from Melbourne and on any local players who slip level given the opportunity Matt Danskin (20) and Liam 

(appointment) is it gives me having selected the most was pleased to note than one under the clubs recruitment and guidance. ail Lilly (19) both gained 

ydney FC coach Pierre the chance to improve what appropriate man for the job. female fan of ‘the game, radar ’ “Full-time training and a Australian youth honours last 
Littbarski hit the ground have in front of me," “It was not something the Known as. Maria, residing Representatives of New positive coach is all some of year 

running last Monday by  Littbarski said. club needed to do straight from Oakleigh, was all but Zealand Knights, the boys need to succeed at Dean Apelgren (19) and 

telling a media conference at "The League is new and away but now that its all Waiting for the first whistle Queensland Roar and the highest level in Jon Higgins (18) are rated as 

Star City Casino that .he know that means we can over, its full-steam ahead for °f Melbourne Victory’s Melbourne Victory are Australia," he said. And amongst the west's best up 


wanted to instill a winning — make big improvements. the club.” debut game. : expected to run the rule over While former Glory coach and coming defenders, while 
football culture and help "I would like to bring in ‘Itended up being a who's. Theat is certainly on! Perth's local competition as_ Gary Marocchi, currently in other youngsters with bright 
develop the team's tactics improved tactics and tech- who of coaches drawn up on they seek to unearth a gem or charge of Swan [C.agrees prospects include David 
and technique while also nique and I want to set a the Sydney FC shortlist, Yorke plus — ‘wo ‘in the build-up to there is a lot of potential in Micevski (18) and Andrija 
winning silverware. standard early. Sydney is the John Tigana, Arie Haan, crowds Australia's new domestic Perth he cautions that there  Jukic (17). 


While using the knowl biggest city in Australia and Brian Kidd, and John 

edge that took him to three we wantto make Sydney FC Gregory were just some of ight Yorke fi 
World Cup Finals amidst a the best club in the A the many CV’s Sydney FC ibe Cs 
glittering career both in League." CEO Andy Harper received —— media attention equals 
Europe and the on interna- _Littbarski also stated that on his desk: ee Na 
tional stage, Littbarski will he would like to finalise the  Littbarski’s appointment eee au : 
also Jean heavy on his expe- 20-manroster within thenext grew more and more certain 7, a a e a - aeons 
riences in Japan where he 10 days, albeit allowing for after various Soccer NSW 1 aoe EDEL 
was both a player and a some extra breathing space officals spotted the former UTenty being received with 


coach for the start of the suc- as the club negotiates with German World Cup winner sects anes ea 
cessful J-League competition former Manchester United checking out the facilities at is = ort ie ite 
striker Dwight Yorke about Parklea where the club held et ma I$ guile cloke in : 


ten years ago. aur 
ye oe hay = ‘ a es 7 for Sydney FC. 
Littbarski signed his two becoming the marquee play- its first training session last Seane " wae 
year deal with Sydney FC on et. Sydney FC has already Monday. To Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
Friday night and told amedia signed 16 of the allowed 20 VPL on the __ out every Tuesdays 
gathering at Star City Casino players, leaving three places Rehhagel rise by mailing the coupon and your cheque for 
thet he saw amazing similar- _ open, as well as the marquee coming to $195 (GST incl) 
fe ie Svea La eal fa fra ae ‘outh Melbourne coach overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to 
nee me wu lise Australia? John Anastasiadis stated Australi. d British S 1 
Japan in the early 1990's. the squad as soon as possible last week to ABSW that the si ian ani ish Soccer Weekly at 
"think Australia now and because weare starting train trong rumours have ran WPL is certainly on the rise 1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. 


EA aoe sree sala meee 4 rave eah ae rife that Greece’s Euro after the improvement of the 
- -- ve ".- 2000 winning coach Otto game in the Victorian state. 
"They started something would like the team final in Resnavet j as 

agel_ is set to tour ith the Melbourne 
new and everyone was won- 10 days but of course I pistralia for a few weeks Knights and South Y : 

dering ifitwould workand if understanditmay takea little iss Kiwi Jegend and best Melbourne along with \. NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS 


it would be successful and more time, if needed, to 4 i : 7 
Took at it now. Japan has a negotiate with (Dwight) friend Wynton Rufer. Heidelberg United helping Nh AND LINE-UPS, 


MATCH REPORTS, 


The German coach, who out the league with crowd > SOCCEROOS NEWS, 
very strong league and the Yorke. He would be a ; ¢ , 
national team is 18 in the tremendous player for the  *™zinely steered Greece  atendances, The standard of TRANSFER NEWS, 
ld. club." towards their first ever play een one of pure wv CLUB INFO. 
Me enemies European Championship is football which has elevated U! a 
WIM LU coerce rumoured to be on his way in the state game to new heights WORLD ROUND-UP 


through Sydney, build up the Crook wi 5 é : 
Aiscaliea Lesoie aul ta P- June/July during the _in Victoria 


European off-season check- ‘The same must be said in “ 
the National Team wil beat about ing out the Australian foot. NSW where the NSW ‘ including: 
become stronger also. [ have Littbarski falbetene Premier League has been Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results 
experienced that in Japan and 


Now with Pierre Littbarski clearly the most competitive 
in charge of Sydney FC, we state competition currently SUBSCRIPTION FOR $195 
COLETTE Ed JST Oy oR COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


I know the problems that the appointment 
club (Sydney FC) hes and 
will have and I would like to ‘aving signed the majori- 


et known to be a close mate of 
help." Littbarski, who took ty of the squad so far for Pierre's venture off to some Adelaide 
Sydney FC for its official Sydney FC, assistant coach jai g sessions in Sydney. 
start to pre-season training Ian Crook was pleased with > United NAME: . 
last Monday at Aussie the club’s signing of coach 
Stadium, also stressed he Piere Lithanki lat week Melbourne donate CGR IISSs 
will be looking to improve and stated that even though qyant Victor 000 SUBURB: . 
the team and the players the process was long and ry $53, 
while striving to win qualifi- hard, a suitable mentor was © this Season STATE: 


cation to the World Club needed. 
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Heidelberg and Oakleigh share the points 


By Alan Clark 


eidelberg United 

drew one-all with 

Oakleigh im an 
entertaining © Vodaphone 
Premier League match of 
the day at the Olympic 
Village on Saturday evening 
when a Heidelberg win 
seemed the more likely 
option for most of the 
match. 

Veton’, Korcarevski side- 
footed home to give 
Heidelberg the lead midway 
through the first half. 

‘Antun Kovacic headed the 
equaliser ten minutes from 
time. 

Heidelberg coach Phil 
Stubbins was disappointed to 
have picked up only a point. 

“Unfortunately for, us it 
wasn't going to be the\three 
points,” he said. \ 

"Tt was as good as I've wit- 
nessed a Heidelberg perfor 


mance since I've been coach: 


It could have been three or 

four (goals) quite easily.” 
Oakleigh Cannons coach 

Michael Chatzitrifonas was 


Heidelberg United ... - 
Oakleigh Cannons .... 


St Albans Saints . 
Frankston Pines . - 


Preston Lions... 
Green Gully Cavaliers 


Bentleigh Greens 
Altona Magic 


Sunshine George Cross .. 


Oakleigh Cannons 
Essendon Royals. 
South Melbourne 
Altona Magic 
Green Gully Cavs 
Frankston Pines 
Heidelberg United 
Sunshine Georgies 
Preston Lions 
Melbourne Knights 
Bentleigh Greens 
St. Albans Saints 
Bulleen Zebras 
Fawkner-Whittlesea 


P 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
4 
3 
4 
4 
2 
3 


prateful for the draw. 

"The way the game panned 
out, I'm more than happy with 
a point,” he said, 

"They had the better of us 
in the first-half. So to get a 
point was a good result for ux. 
Not many clubs will come 
here and pick up points." 

‘These two sides' early sea- 
son form had meant this con- 
test was only justshy of being 
a table-opping clash, 
Heidelberg's results had been 
based on a miserly defence, 
Oakleigh's on its free-scoring 
attack. This would be a clash 
of footballing styles. 

Ange Goutzioulis set up the 
opening goal 24 minutes in 
when he out-muscled his 
‘opponent in a chase for pos- 
session wide on the right. 
Korcarevski had made a sup- 
porting run down the middle 
without being tracked. 

Goutzioulis was able to 
look up, place his pass into 


' Korcarevski's path, just out of 


‘reach of Cannons goal- 
keeper Stuart Webster and 
into the net. 

“These. things happen," 


nonrtr nas on pp 


one eon onneanneouonan 
Ss 
aa oon eHoarnitIing 


p-ewot-ononewsomor 


oo & 


said Chatzitrifonas. 

"I can't be too hard on my 
players because they've done 
a job for me week in, week 
‘out. 

So when a mistake's made, 
we've got to live with it. 

Bat I thought it was a bad 
‘one to make.” 

Heidelberg was good value 
for its lead and constantly 
threatened to score again. 
Tony Ouliaris had earlier 
wasted a first-minute opportu- 
nity by shooting wide from 
ten yards after doing all the 
hard work in a jinking run 
beforehand, and Goutzioulis 
brought out the best in 
‘Webster just before the. goal. 

Oakleigh too had its 
chances. Jim Drossos had a 
close-range shot from a tight 
angle at the far-post blocked 
by Heidelberg goalkeeper 
Lupee Acevski after a deep 
cross had found him. 

After the goal, both sides 
continued to press. 

For Heidelberg, Ouliaris 
put wide a diving header from 
a creative Billy Damianos 
comer with no marker close, 


By Nick Dennis 


Essendon Royals 2 
Sunshine George Cross 0 


‘ssencion Royals, football 
this season while 
their home ground is unavail- 
able due to Commonwealth 
Games re-development, had 
to cross the Yarra down to 
Port Melboume to host their 
Friday night clash with 
Sunshine. 

The first half was an even 
affair that produced no goals, 
though Sunshine played the 
more enterprising football. 


crowd to its feet almost every 
time he had the ball with his 
flair and creativity. 

The former Young 
Socceroo candidate has been 
in great form for his club this 
season and has been eyed by 
‘various teams from the VPL. 

The game’s tuming point 
came fifteen minutes into the 
second half. Ex-South 
Melbourne defender, Steve 
Tosifides, lining up in the 
Essendon midfield, played a 
great ball that put substitute 
left flanker, Michael 
Catalano, into open space, 
and Catalano’s cross allowed 
Ben Harbinson to slot the ball 
home, 

‘Ten minutes later, Michael 
Curcija was the beneficiary of 
another cross from the left to 
score Essendon’s second. 

Tn the remaining twenty 
minutes, Sunshine piled on 
the pressure and had two 
good chances to get some- 


and Con Boutsianis had an 
air shot at the far post after a 
cross from Isiyan Erdogan 
had evaded a Cannons 
defender and fallen his way. 

Anthony Pelikan came into 
the frame for Cannons as the 
half came to a close. 

His left-foot drive from dis- 
tance forced a diving save 
from Acevski. 

And he was just over with a 
header from a comer eamt 
when star striker Juan Nilo 
brought out a spectacular one- 
handed save from Acevski. 

‘The balance of play went 
Heidelberg's way in the sec- 
‘ond half with good chances 
falling to Goutzioulis on the 
end of a move down the left 
by Boutsianis whose cross 
‘was mis-hit by Damianos but 
fell handily for the veteran. 
Goutzioulis' downward head- 
er beat Webster but went ago- 
nisingly wide of the post. 

Webster kept Cannons in 
the contest from a Boutsianis 
free-kick special, getting a fin- 
gertip to divert the ball over 
the bar. 

‘As could have been fore- 


thing from the game, but mid- 
fielder Brett Gilmour shot just 
over the bar and substitute 
Christopher Greechan’s head- 
er was kept out by a good 
save from Essendon keeper 
Joel Davey. 


Preston Lions 1 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
1 


ton are still searching 
for their first win after 
been held to another draw. 

Ina game where the mid- 
fielders from both teams were 
given time and space there 
was plenty of movement but 
little to show for it in the end. 

Green Gully midfielders 
Joey Rajher and Andy Vargas 
had long range efforts, 
‘Rajher’s shot cracking against 
the bar, while the runs of 
Preston’s central midfielders, 
Anthony Magnacca and 
Stephen Pace, almost forced 
own goals from an under 
pressure Gully defence. 

The first goal came in the 
35th minute from Green 
Gully’s Henry Velkovski, 
stiking from twenty metres 
out after Preston again failed 
to close him down. 

Preston’s reply came thir- 
teen minutes into the second 
half, striker Johnny 
Sapazoyski scoring with a 
header from a corner. 

‘The game began to open 
up even further, but some off- 
target shooting and good 
keeping from both sides 
ensured the result remained at 
LL. 
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cast, when a side fails to con- 
vert its chances, it allows its 
‘opponent to stay in touch. 

And ten minutes from time, 
Cannons drew level. 

Kovacic lobbed Acevski 
from a Steve Panopoulos free- 
kick 

awarded after Erdogan 
committed a foul tackle mid- 
pitch which also brought out 
referee Luis Guiseffe's yellow 
card. 

"As long as it remained 
one-nil, I always felt we could 
get a goal," — said 
Chatzitrifonas. "We had 
enough quality on the pitch to 
create chances, The key for us 
was to keep it one-nil. I 
thought we were well-reward- 
‘ed for some good play." 

"It was a difficult free-kick 
to defend against. If you give 
too many free-kicks away in 
the final third (of the pitch), 
eventually you're going to get 
punished,” said Stubbins. 

The news got worse for 
Heidelberg four minutes from 
time when Joe Tricarico was 
concussed in a clash and had 
to leave the stadium in an 


St Albans Saints0 
Frankston Pines 1 


ikston made the long 

trek from the southem end 

‘of Melbourne to the outer 
northern suburbs and came 
away with a valuable victory, 
thanks to a goal from young 
defender Sedar Sivic, 
St Albans were unable to 
repeat the heroics that saw 
them upset competition front- 
runners Green Gully last 
week, 
With only one goal from 
four games, St Albans will 
need to reverse. their poor 
attacking record if they want 
to avoid a long relegation bat- 
tle this season. 


Bentleigh Greens 1 
Altona Magic 4 


half an hour things 

‘were going along nicely 
for Bentleigh, taking a one-nil 
lead. 
Butas has been the pattern 
this season, they haven’t been 
able to maintain the bright 
start, and in the end were 
comprehensively beaten by 
an Altona team that piled on 
four goals and now seems to 
be hitting its straps after a 
slowish start to the season. 


Monday Night Clashes 


Bullen Zebras v 
South Melbourne 
(played Monday night) 


Fawkner-Whittlesea v 
Melbourne Knights 
(played Monday night) 


ambulance. "He's copped an elbow to 
Tricarico had come on just the jaw and it's concussed 


alter the hour to replace the — him," said Stubbins. 


United scorer. "We don't know how 
Tricarico's injury looked severe itis at this stage, so fin- 
bad and he never got to his gers crossed, we hope he's 


feet following the clash. OK" 


‘ = Pes aN 
Preston Lions celebrate Johnny SapazovskI's 
strike against the Green Gully Cavaliers 


ABSW / 


SOCCER NSW 


LIF TOUT 


TOP TEAMS CLASH 


jop spot in the New South Wales 

Premier League goes on the line 

this’ Saturday night as 
Blacktown City host Sydney United at 
Fairfax Community Stadium Seyen 
Hills, in what shapes up as the game of 
the season. 

Demons fans will get the chance to 
farewell one of Australia’s best young tal- 
ents in Mark Milligan who plays his last 
match for the club before joining Sydney 
FC. Milligan survived a precautionary 
trip to hospital last weekend after being 
stretchered off the park in the game 
against Marconi. But after walking out of 
Fairfield Hospital unscathed he is set to 


Tolgay Ozbey: Has made the 
switch from the Sydney 
Crescent star to the Bonyrigg 

White Eagles 


take his place in a starting lineup in front 
of new Sydney FC. coach Pierre 
Littbarski, who is expected to take in the 
match, 

Demons coach Brian Brown is also 
tossing up whether to include former 
Scottish International Ian Ferguson as a 
shock starter after his midweek transfer 
from Central Coast, 

Across town at the Serbian Centre, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles (3rd) will have 
the ‘teenage sensation’ Tolgay Ozbey in 
their lineup when they meet the enigmat- 
ic Marconi Stallions (10th), while on 
Sunday Bankstown City (4th) and 
Rockdale City Suns (6th) will have the 


grandstand at Jensen Park jam packed for 
one of the marquee gamies of the season. 


BIG NAMES 
SWITCH CLUBS 


Ilija Prenzoski to Rockdale City Suns 
and Tolgay Ozbey to Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles were the two big moves last week 
as the transfer window in the Premier 
League closed for the remainder of the 
season. All teams had until the 25th of 
February to add and subtract players from 
their 20-man roster. With that phase of 
the season complete they can now set 
their sights on the last three competition 
matches of the first round before they 
split into two groups of eight. 

The state league's all-time leading 
goalscorer Steve Karavatakis justified his 
moye back to his old club Parramatta 
Eagles by scoring a late winner in his 
sides 1-0 win over the Central Coast. The 
Coasties lost Scottish international Ian 
Ferguson who joined Blacktown City 
while Solomon Islands marksman 
Commins Menapi has joined St. George 
in an effort to get some game time ahead 
of the Solomon’s World Cup Qualifiers 
with the Socceroos later in the year, 

New Marconi coach Les Scheinflug 
has added former Empoli striker Frank 
Lagana and defender Simon Bell, while 
the league leaders Sydney United picked 
up Marko Filipovic from Croatia, 
Anthony Zmire and goalkeeper Steve 
Tolios. 

Tf that's not enough to make your head 
spin, ex Newcastle United midfielder 
Michael Prentice has joined the 
Wollongong Wolves with APLA- 
Leichhardt Tigers gaining Lawrence 
Blake from Brisbane Lions. 


STAR IN STRIFE 

With the recent loss of points deducted 
for being un-financial, Sydney Crescent 
Star is facing an uphill battle to remain 
competitive as they are among the bottom 
eight clubs struggling to preserve their 
Premier League status. 

Biggest blow to the club, apart from 
losing those two points, was the decision 
of their star striker, Tolgay Ozbey, to 
move to Bonnyrigg White Eagles. He 
only recently recovered from injury, pick- 
ing up the pieces of a glittering career 
with two fine goals in just three games. 

The club also lost a number of other 
players but felt that many of them were 
likely to be shown the door sooner or 
later In some cases, the players were 
towards the end of their career so their 
loss is nowhere near as acute as that of 


Ozbey. While dependable skipper and 
sweeper Angelo Petratos and veteran 
striker Steye Karavatakis left to join 
Parramatta Eagles and Leigh Gunn had 
also gone to provide some back up at 
APIA-Leichhardt, the club still feels it 
has the ability to fight on. 

Coach Yasin Ozdenak has lost some 
key personnel, but with those players 
gone he expects to promote some more 
youngsters and will depend on the club 
spirit to see them through tough times. 

Star have picked up cover for their new 
Keeper by signing Khalid Kando from 
Fairfield Bulls. They have also signed 
journeyman Andre Glucina the ex~ 
Sydney University and Dulwich Hill mid- 
fielder and should have attacking wide 
man Volkan Kir back on deck soon after a 
broken leg. Kir has been in training for 
the Jast three months but had not been 
signed due to the maximum squad num- 
bers having already been achieved. 

Recent runs in the Crescent Star team 
that took part in the winter pre-season 
Turkish cup by Kir, and members of the 
club’s many under 20 players and fringe 
first graders, will assist with future team 
selections. The tournament, staged at 
nearby Norford Park, pitted Star against 
sides like The Roosters, Greenisland, 
Auburn Star and Gazi Lanzvale, a pre- 
dominantly Bosnian-Muslim outfit. 

The club says their only real loss is 
Tolgay Ozbey. 

The player explained his reasons. 

“J am looking to play at a higher level 
and I need to be playing for a club that 
does well and attracts attention. I am 
scoring goals again and I hope I can do 
the same for Bonnyrigg,” Ozbey said. 

“They are such a professional club and 
the feeling there is great. I have been at 
Sydney United before and they too, were 
professional but Bonnyrige have a very 
impressive set-up indeed.” 

Ozbey made his debut for the White 
Eagles in their 1-1 draw at Cromer Park 
on Saturday night. 

“I came on off the bench in that game 


and it was Michael Baird’s last for the » 


club, so I hope to be able to partner Tallan 
Martin for the remainder of the season 
now. 
“We all went out as a team after the 
game and we stayed together In the 
Manly area for a couple of hours, which 
‘was good for us all. 

“Manly played above themselves, 
against us, I feel.” 

“Tam sure that Tallan Martin and I can 
form a good partnership at Bonnyrigg, as. 
we seem to work well together,” Ozbey 
concluded. 


Frank Lagana (left) has signed on-loan from Italian Serie B side Empoli 
with the Marconi Stallions until the end of the season 


Blacktown City Demon fans will be bidding farewell to Young Socceroo 
star Mark Milligan who is on his way to Sydney FC after this weekend 
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MARCONI STALLIONS 
BLACKTOWN CITY DEM : 

Marconi’s season sunk further into the 
mire after a disappointing performance 
saw them defeated 2-1 by Blacktown City, 
‘The turning point of the match coming 
midway through the second half when the 
Stallions Sasha Trajceyski missed a one- 
on-one with goalkeeper John Crawley. 

The ball rebounding upfield for 
Blacktown City substitute Jason Connolly 
to put away one of his trademark headers, 
sending Marconi crashing to tenth with 
three games to play. 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 3 
BLUE DEVILS « 2 

Rockdale City Suns striker Nick 
Bosevski staked a late claim for an A- 
League contract with a cameo perfor- 
mance that netted three goals and sunk the 
Blue Devils. Bosevski was partnered by 
last season's Gold Medal winner Tlija 
Prenzoski, who made his Suns debut after 
transferring from the Central’ Coast mid- 
week. 


BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES ..1 

Manly United EC. were desperately 
unlucky not to come away with something 
more than a point after their clash with 
title contenders Bonnyrigg ended in a 1-1 
draw. 

Welsh-born midfielder Richie Williams 
scoring for Manly while Bonnyrigg 
replied via the left boot of Vuko 
Tomasevic in a highly enteitaining con- 
test. Bonnyrigg coach John Turner also 
introduced new signing Tolzay Ozbey for 
the final 20 minutes of the match. 


PENRITH NEPEAN UNITED ....1 
A.PLA.-LEICHHARDT TIGERS: .2 

Penrith striker Roger Galayini spent 
Saturday night in hospital while coach 
‘Tony Rassmussen was sent from the field 
ina fiery clash with A-PLA.-Leichhardt, 

Galayini could be out for up toa month 
after coming off second best in a clash 
with James Stubbs-Mills who was given 
his marching orders by referee Alex 
Spirovski. The Tigers defended grimly 
and got away with a 2-1 win. 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES ... 
CENTRAL COAST UNITED . 


Home Team 
Bankstown City Lions 


Per eee 


‘What are you looking at’ - Marconi Stallions’ bean stalk striker Jay 
Lucas (left) confronts Blacktown City Demons midfielder Kain Rastall 


Parramatta Eagles fans gave new sign- 
ing Steve Karavatakis a standing ovation 
after he scored an injury time winner to 
give the Eagles three points against 
Central Coast United. 

The state league's all-time leading 
goalscorer justified his move back to his 
old club and was joined oa the park by 
Evangelos Petratos, who also made the 
‘move over from Sydney Crescent Star. 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES . 3 
SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR 2 
Wollongong Wolves picked up their 
first win in six weeks when they knocked 
over bottom side Sydney Crescent Star 
3-2. Influential midfielder Mineo Bonetig 
played his last game for the Wolves, who 
had Shane McGirr score his first goal 
since returning from trials in Malaysia. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC ... 2 
ST GEORGE SAINTS . ai) 
Sydney Olympic retumed to the top 
eight after a hard fought 2-0 win over 
local rivals St. George. The Saints strug- 
gled in the absence of midfielder Gabriel 
Meniez and coach Manny Spanoudakis 
will wrestle with the thought of including 


Solomon Islands goalscoring machine“ 


Commins Menapi in the starting lineup 
for next week’s clash with Manly United 
Be 


Venue 


Belconnen Soccer Centre 
Fairfax Community Stadium 
Serbian Centre 

St George Stadium 
Central Coast Stadium 
Cook Park (St Marys) 


SUNDAY 6 MARCH 

Away Team 
Rockdale City Suns 
A.P.LA.-Leichhardt Tigers Sydney Crescent Star 


Ss ee 


al 
BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS .....1 
Sydney United and Bankstown City 
Lions played out a thrilling 1-1 draw on 
Sunday night, opening up the possibilities 
at the top of the table. United have been 
joined by Blacktown City in top spot 
while the Lions sit in equal third with 
Bonnyrigg just two points behind. 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND 13 FIXTURES 


SATURDAY 5 MARCH 
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MID WEEK GAME 


St George Saints 1 (J Milicevic 24°) Australian Institute of 
Sport 2 (G Grossman 21’, G King 78°). 


ROUND 12 RESULTS 


FIRST GRADE: Rockdale City Suns 3 (N Bosevski 48/54/85") Blue Devils 
2 (N Topor-Stanley 43°, D Macor 51’), Marconi Stallions 1 (G Last 67°) 
Blacktown City Demons 2 (A Kwasnik 32m, J Connolly 79m), Manly United 
FC 1 (R Williams 25m) Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 (V Tomasevic 27m Penalty), 
Penrith Nepean United 1 (G McPherson) A-P.LA.-Leichhardt Tigers 2 (A 
Clark, N Tome), Sydney United 1 (P Cardozo 48’) Bankstown City Lions 1 (D 
Severino 44’ pen), Sydney Olympic 2 (D Collina, § Verrender own goal 88'1) St 
George Saints 0, Parramatta Eagles 1 (S Karavatakis 90') Central Coast United 
0, Wollongong Wolves 3 (S McGirr 23', P Harries 25', M Clare 65') Sydney 
Crescent Star 2 (S Dawd 8', E Anvi 48). 

GRADE 20: Rockdale City Suns 0 Blue Devils 1 (A Casey 45"), Marconi 
Stallions 3 (D Rossi 33°, B Dijite 60/65) Blacktown City Demons 0, Manly 
United FC 2 (R Hamad 38’, A Short 52’) Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 (D 
Malenica 6’), Penrith Nepean United 2 (J Loke 23’, P Somogyi 33’) A.P.LA. 
Leichhardt Tigers 0, Sydney United 2 (I Bosnar 13m, M Filipovic 27’) 
Bankstown City Lions 0, Sydney Olympic 3 (P Makris 67/86m, W Hijazi 74’) St 
George Saints 0, Parramatta Eagles 1 (D Bonne 50') Central Coast United 3 
(H Canli 24', M Lloyd-Green 26’, C Thompson 88’), Wollongong Wolves 4 (P 
Cappuccio 30, D Boscoscuro 37', P Gaffney 66’, A Bedawy 91') Sydney Crescent 
Star 1 (R Pasqualin 82’. 


TOP GOALSCORERS 


As at Sunday 27th February 2005 


Adam Kwasnik (BCD) 

Nick Bosevski (RCS) 

Robbie Cattanach (BD) 

Labinot Haliti (SU) 

Ilija Prenzoski (RCS), Tallan Martin (BWE), Pablo Cardozo (SU) 


FIRST GRADE 


Sydney United 
Blacktown City Demons 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Bankstown City Lions 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Rockdale City Suns 
St George Saints 
Sydney Olympic 
Ceniral Coast United 
Marconi Stallions 
Wollongong Wolves 
Penrith Nepean United 
Blue Devils 
Manly United FC 
Parramatia Eagles 
‘Sydney Crescent Star 

1 Sydney Crescent Star adjusted -2 points 
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Marconi Stallions 0 
Sydney Olympic 2 
Australian Institute of Sport 0 
Central Coast United 3 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 
Sydney United 2 
Manly United FC 2 
Wollongong Wolves 1 
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Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Nepean United 
Blacktown City Demons 
Blue Devils 
St George Saints 
Bankstown City Lions 
APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Rockdale City Suns 
‘Sydney Crescent Star 
1 Sydney Crescent Star adjusted -1 point 
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SUB SINKS STRUGGLING STALLIONS 


By Greg Stock 


‘arconi face the very real possi- 
bility of missing out on the top 
it after Blacktown City 


made them pay for a lack of concentra- 
tion to score a hard fought 2-1 at 


Marconi Stadium on Saturday night. 
For new Marconi coach Les Scheinflug 
there was still more questions and not a lot 
of answers in his second game in charge. 
Demons substitute Jason Connolly 
bobbed up with a trademark header eleven 
minutes from time which still left the 


Goal scoring hero Jason Connolly (right) celebrates Blacktown City’s 
winning goal against the luckless Marconi Stallions 


Blacktown City Demons 


Stallions looking for their first home win 
of the season. 

"There were some positives out there 
tonight, our team spirit is up, our commit- 
ment is up and our fitness is improving but 
there was a lack of total concentration and 
that was a real worry," said Scheinflug. 

Worry he might, as the Stallions now 
haye just three crucial games against 
Bonnytigg, St. George and the Central 
Coast 1o make something of their year, and 
must win all three if they are to have some 
chance of qualifying for the top eight. 

‘The Demons weren't at their consistent 
best, but played well enough in patches to 
get the result. 

Brilliant in the first half, they scored 
first via Adam Kwasnik but struggled in 
the second before Connolly reignited their 
flagging fortunes. 

"Our first half was all but good enough 
to win the game and while we died a bit in 
the second half I felt we did enough to 
deserve the points,” said Blacktown coach 
Brian Brown. 

Brown singled out Connolly for special 
praise after he tumed the game with his 
79th minute winner. Connolly connected 
with a Chris Tadrosse cross to beat 
Stallions goalkeeper Michael Herbert with 


OLYMPIC BLOT OUT SA 


By Paul Goodwin 


nm fading light, Sydney Olympic's 

‘youthful outfit left St George in the 

as two second half goals gave 

it a 2-0 win at Oki Jubilee Stadium last 
Sunday. 


A changed formation and some tactical 
awareness, allied to a strong work ethic 
and mounting enthusiasm, gave Olympic 
an edge. 

Beginning as if they were over-awed 
by their older and more experienced 
opponents, Olympic slowly but surely 


WHO'S HOT: Peter McPherson, 
the Newcastle-domiciled defender, 
who has assumed more responsibility 
following the departure of so many 
senior players in recent weeks, was 
outstanding. 


WHO'S NOT: The Saints' Allan 
‘Wawi had a game to forget, falling foul 
of referee Peter Vitkovski as well as 
taking many pot-shots that never came 
off and offering little to the midfield in 
this match, compared to some of his 
other recent outings. 


X-FACTOR: Clearly the man- 
marking roles assigned to Collina and 
Lyons that nullified Buonavoglia and 
Balabanel were instrumental in setting 
up the win for the home team. 


worked their way into the game by the 
halfway mark. They became the dominant 
Party and were full value for their win. 

‘The basis of the victory was also the 
plan of blotting out any threat from the 
twin St George strike force of John 
Buonavoglia and Tanju Balabanel. 
Skipper Damon Collina took care of the 
former and the very capable Shane Lyons: 
looked after the latter. 

With Arthur Diles brought into the side 
for the first time, as sweeper, providing 
immense stability at the back as well as 
some useful contributions going forward, 
the new-look backline of Olympic was 
‘untroubled, by the finish and coped with 
anything the Saints could throw at them. 

It had all started with St George look- 
ing in full control of the match and it 
appeared only a matter of time before the 
visitors would turn their superiority into 
goals; but those goals never came, Blues! 
keeper Cem Akilli and his defensive part- 
ners making sure of that. 

Olympic troubled Andrew Crews early 
with a Greg Owens shot that the keeper 
got down well to save while newcomer 
Josh Sama tested Crews in the 40th and 
43rd minutes. On the second occasion, 
Crews Cleared to Sama's feet and was left 
stranded, but was rescued by a last-gasp 
tackle from Mirko Jurilj. 

Heartened by that first-half showing 
and with Akilli saving well from Kosta 
Lagoudakis, soon after the restart, 
Olympic began to take over. 


a header that nestled neatly in the bottom 
left hand comer. But in addition to the win- 
ner, it was his physical presence and abili- 
ty to hold the ball up that won him the most 


praise. 

While the Stallions second half was 
much better than their lethargic first, they 
did have chances to win the game. 

Sasha Trajcevski made a real meal of a 
‘one-on-one chance midway through the 
second half when he succeeded only in 
lobbing the ball to John Crawley when 
attempting a chip. 

New loan signing Frank Lagana was 


(MARCONI STALLIONS .......4 
(G Last 67) 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS ..2 
(A Kwasnik 32, J Connolly 79) 
‘Marcon! Stadium, Bosley Park. 


@ St George Saints 


also lively in a busy first half, but a lack of 
condition saw him fade out during the sec- 
ond. 

The Demons win came amid concem 
for Youth international Mark Milligan, 
who was stretchered from the field just 12 
minutes into the match. 

Milligan clashed heavily with Marconi 
striker Jay Lucas and left the field clutch- 
ing his ankle, but after precautionary x- 
rays at Fairfield Hospital he was able to 
walk unassisted and is expected to start in 
his farewell match against Sydney United 


In the 57th Diles, who had already 
smashed one free kick against the wood- 
work, delivered a fine free kick from the 
left hand edge of the box. 

Collina emerged among a ruck of play- 
ers at the near post six yards out, to send 
a bullet-like header into the roof of the 
net, giving Crews no chance. 

Diles also had a free kick tipped over in 
the 69th minute and half-time substitute, 

Stefan Bishara, hit the side netting 
from a smart Collina pass, as Olympic 
continued to dominate. 

St George gave away possession con- 
tinuously in their own third and gave 
themselves little chance of coming back 
into the match. 

As the effectiveness of the lights 
became minimal in the dying minutes, 
Olympic put the game beyand doubt. 

Zenon Caravella burst into the box on 
the right and shot firmly from an angle, 
Simon Verrender, under immense pres- 
sure to clear, facing his own goal, suc- 
ceeded only in tuming the ball into his 
own net. 

‘St George have struggled for consisten- 
cy all season, rarely putting two good 
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games together, while Olympic will be 
delighted to end a two-game losing 
sequence. 

The Saints were missing the suspended 
Vince Savoca, out for six weeks, but had 
both Daniel Watkins and Balabanel fit 
again to play. Watkins came on late but 
‘was unable to make much of an impres- 
sion, while the absence of midfielder and 
former skipper, Gabriel Mendez, was also 
acutely felt. 


Olympic coach Mike Urukalo was full 
of praise for his players. 

"We changed a few things today and it 
worked for us, the young boys did every- 
thing I could have asked of them, just as 
they have since I came here,” Urukalo 
said. 

"Peter McPherson was outstanding. He 
has been playing out of position and today 
he was able to play his true and natural 
game and it showed." 


nN 


Hajduk Wanderers United 
Western Rage 

Macarthur Rams 
‘Sutherland Sharks 

Fraser Park 

FC Bossy Liverpool 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 


Canterbury-Marrichville 
Northern Tigers 
Sydney University 
Dulwich Hill 

Fairfield Bulls 
Stanmore Hawks 
Hurstville ZSC 


Winter Sur 
2005 Fi 


ROUND 2 — 12/13 MARCH 


Sydney Universiy 
Western Rage 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
FC Bossy Liverpool 
Dulwich Hill 

Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Fairfield Bulls 


Northern Tigers 

Hajduk Wanderers United 
Stanmore Hawks 
Hurstville ZSC 

Macarthur Rarns 

Fraser Park 

Sutherland Sharks 


ROUND 8 — 23/24 APRIL 


Sat ~ 7.30pm Sutherlands Sharks Hajduk Wanderers United 
Sat 6.00pm Macarthur Rams Northern Tigers 

Sat 7.00pm ‘Sydney Universtiy Hurstville ZSC 

Sun 3.00pm Fraser Park Stanmore Hawks 

Sun 3.00pm Hurstville City Minotaurs FC Bossy Liverpool 

Sun 3.00pm Fairfield Bulls Canterbury-Marrickville 
Sun 3.00pm Dulwich Hill Western Rage 


Macarthur Rams 
Sutherland Sharks 

Fraser Park 

Hajduk Wanderers United 
Western Rage 

FC Bossy Liverpool 
Dulwich Hill 


Fairfield Bulls 

Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Hurstville ZSC 

Sydney Universiy 
‘Stanmore Hawks 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Northern Tigers 


Sat 7.30pm Sutherlarid Sharks Stanmore Hawks 

Sat 5.00pm Western Rage Fairfield Bulls 

Sat 5.00pm Canterbury Marriclville Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Sat 7.00pm Sydney University Dulwich Hill 

Sun 3.00pm Hajduk Wanderers United Macarthur Rams 

Sun 3.00pm —_FC Bossy Liverpool Fraser Park 

Sun 3.00pm Hurstville ZSC Northern Tigers 


Fairfield Bulls 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Fraser Park 


Hajduk Wanderers United 
Northern Tigers 
Macarthur Rams 
Sutherland Sharks. 


ROUND 10 — 7/8 MAY 


Sat 8.00pm. Macarthur Rams Stanmore Hawks 

Sat 7.30pm. Sutherland Sharks FC Bossy Liverpool 

Sat 7.30pm. Fraser Park Canterbury-Marrickville 
Sun 3.00pm Hurstville City Minotaurs Western Rage 

Sun 3.00pm Fairfield Bulls Sydney University 

Sun 3.00pm Hurstville ZSC Dulwich Hill 

Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers ‘Hajduk Wanderers United 


ROUND 11 — 14/15 MAY 


Sat 8.00pm Macarthur Rams Fraser Park Sat 6.00pm Western Rage Fraser Park 

Sat 7.30pm Sutherland Sharks Hurstville ZSC Sat 7.00pm Sydney University Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Sat 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Dulwich Hill Sat 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Northern Tigers 

Sat 3.00pm Canterbury Marriclwille Western Rage Sat 5.00pm Canterbury-Marridwille Sutherland Sharks 

Sun 3.00pm Hajduk Wanderers United Fairfield Bulls Sun 3.00pm FC Bossy Liverpool Macarthur Rams 

Sun 3.00pm FC Bossy Liverpool Sydney University Sun 3.00pm Dulwich Hill Fairfield Bulls 

Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers Hurstville City Minotaurs Sun 3.00pm Hurstville ZSC Hajduk Wanderers United 


ROUND 6 — 9/10 APRIL 


Northern Tigers 
Macarthur Rams 
Hurstville ZSC 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Stanmore Hawks 

FC Bossy Liverpool 
Hajduk Wanderers United 


ROUND 12 — 21/22 MAY 


Sat 8.00pm Macarthur Rams Canterbury-Marrickville 
Sat 7.30pm Sutherland Sharks Western Rage 

Sun 3.00pm Hajduk Wanderers United Stanmore Hawks 

Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers FC Bossy Liverpool 
Sun 3.00pm Fraser Park Sydney University 

Sun 3.00pm ‘Hurstville City Minotaurs Dulwich Hill 

Sun 3.00pm Fairfield Bulls Hurstville ZSC 


veregee 


12 


7.30pm 
7.30pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm. 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 


ROUND 7 — 16/17 APRIL 


Western Rage 

Hajduk Wanderers United 
Stanmore Hawks 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
FC Bossy Liverpool 
Northern Tigers 
Hurstville ZSC 


Sydney University 
Fraser Park 

Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Dulwich Hill 

Fairfield Bulls 
Sutherland Sharks 
Macarthur Rams 
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Sat 6.00pm Western Rage Macarthur Rams 

Sat 5.00pm Canterbury Marrickville Northern Tigers 

Sun 3.00pm FC Bossy Liverpool Hajduk Wanderers United 
Sun 3.00pm Sydney University Sutherland Sharks 

Sun 3.00pm Dulwich Hill Fraser Park 

Sun 3.00pm Fairfield Bulls Hurstville City. Minotaurs 
Sun 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Hurstville ZSC 


er League 
xtures 


ROUND 20 — 16/17 JULY 


Sat 7.30pm Sutherland Sharks Northern Tigers 

Sat 8.00pm Macarthur Rams Hurstville ZSC 

Sat 7.00pm Sydney University Western Rage 

Sun 3.00pm. Hurstville City Minotaurs Stanmore Hawks 

Sun 3.00pm Fairfield Bulls FC Bossy Liverpool 

Sun 3.00pm Dulwich Hill Canterbury-Marrickville 
Sun 3.00pm Fraser Park Hajduk Wanderers United 


7.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 


SS5SS5RR 


UND 14 — 4/5 JUNE 


Sydney University 
Canterbury-Manickville 
‘Stanmore Hawks 
Northern Tigers 
Dulwich Hill 

Fairfield Bulls 
Hurstville ZSC 


Macarthur Rams 

Hajduk Wanderers United 
EC Bossy Liverpool 
Western Rage 

Sutherland Sharks 

Fraser Park 

Hurstville City Minotaurs 


ROUND 21 — 24 JULY 


Sun 3.00pm Western Rage Dulwich Hill 

Sun 3.00pm Hajduk Wanderers United Sutherland Sharks 

Sun 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Fraser Park 

Sun 3.00pm FC Bossy Liverpool Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Sun 3.00pm Canterbury Marrickville Fairfield Bulls 

Sun 3.00pm Hurstville ZSC Sydney University 

Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers Macarthur Rams 


at 8.00pm 
at 7.30pm 
un 3.00pm 
un 3.00pm 
un 3.00pm 
un 3.00pm 
un 3.00pm 


Sutherland Sharks 
Hajduk Wanderers United 
Stanmore Hawks 
Hurstville ZSC 

Northern Tigers 

Fraser Park 


Dulwich Hill 

Fairfield Bulls 

Western Rage 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
FC Bossy Liverpool 


Sydney University 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 


ROUND 22 — 30/31 JULY 


« Macarthur Rams Hajduk Wanderers United 
Sun 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Sutherland Sharks 
Sun 3.00pm Fraser Park FC Bossy Liverpool 
Sun 3.00pm Hurstville City Minotaurs Canterbury-Marrickville 
Sun 3.00pm Dulwich Hill Sydney University 
Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers Hurstville ZSC 
Sun 3.00pm. Fairfield Bulls Western Rage 


OUND 16 — 18/19 JUNE 


‘Stanmore Hawks 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Sydney University 
Northern Tigers 
Fairfield Bulls 

Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Hurstville ZSC. 


Hajduk Wanderers United 
Dulwich Hill 

Macarthur Rams 
Sutherland Sharks 

Fraser Park 


ROUND 23 — 6/7 AUGUST 


Sat 7.30pm Western Rage Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Sat 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Macarthur Rams 

Sun 3.00pm Hajduk Wanderers United Northern Tigers 

Sun 3.00pm FC Bossy Liverpool Sutherland Sharks 

Sun 3.00pm. Canterbury-Marrickville Fraser Park 

Sun 3.00pm Sydney University Fairfield Bulls 

Sun 3.00pm. Dulwich Hill Hurstville ZSC 


Western Rage 

Hajduk Wanderers United 
Stanmore Hawks 
Hurstville ZSC 

Northern Tigers 


Sydney University 
Canterbury-Manickville 
Fairfield Bulls 


ROUND 24 — 13/14 AUGUST 


Sat 7.00pm Macarthur Rams FC Bossy Liverpool 
Sat 7.30pm Sutherland Sharks. Canterbury Marrickville 
Sun 3.00pm Hajduk Wanderers United Hurstville ZSC 

Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers Stanmore Hawks 

Sun 3.00pm Fraser Park Western Rage 

Sun 3.00pm Hurstville City Minotaurs Sydney University 

Sun 3.00pm. Fairfield Bulls Dulwich Hill 


ROUND 25 — 20/21 AUGUST 


Sat 7.30pm Western Rage Canterbury-Mamrickville Sat 6.00pm Western Rage ‘Sutherland Sharks 

3un 3.00pm Dulwich Hill Stanmore Hawks Sun 3.00pm FC Bossy Liverpool Northern Tigers 

5un 3.00pm Sydney University FC Bossy Liverpool Sun 3.00pm Canterbury-Marrickville Macarthur Rams 

5un 3.00pm Fairfield Bulls Hajduk Wanderers United Sun 3.00pm Sydney University Fraser Park 

3un 3.00pm Hurstville City Minotaurs Northern Tigers Sun 3.00pm Dulwich Hill Hurstville City Minotaurs 
3un 3.00pm. Fraser Park Macarthur Rams Sun 3.00pm. Hurstville ZSC. Fairfield Bulls 

Sun 3.00pm. Hurstville ZSC Sutherland Sharks Sun 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Hajduk Wanderers United 
tOUND 19 — 9/10 JULY ROUND 26 — 28 AUGUST 

Sat 7.00pm Macarthur Rams ‘Sutherland Sharks Sun 3.00pm Hurstville ZSC Stanmore Hawks 

Sun 3.00pm Hajduk Wanderers United Hurstville City Minotaurs Sun 3.00pm. Hajduk Wanderers United FC Bossy Liverpool 

Sun 3.00pm Stanmore Hawks Fairfield Bulls Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers Canterbury-Marrickville 
Sun 3.00pm. FC Bossy Liverpool Dulwich Hill Sun 3.00pm Macarthur Rams Western Rage 

Sun 3.00pm Canterbury-Marrickville Sydney University Sun 3.00pm Sutherland Sharks Sydney University 

Sun 3.00pm. Hurstville ZSC Western Rage Sun 3.00pm. Fraser Park Dulwich Hill 

Sun 3.00pm Northern Tigers Fraser Park Sun 3.00pm Hurstville City Minozaurs Fairfield Bulls 


7 — September 3/4 


Dut www.soccerns 


COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS 
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BOSEVSKI FIRES SUNS 


By Paul Goodwin 


ick Boseyski’s hat-trick proved 
decisive as Rockdale City Suns 
shaded the Blue Devils 3-2 after a 
thrilling and action-packed second half 
last Saturday night at St George Stadium. 
Rockdale sprang a surprise when they 
paraded their new transfer-deadline signing 
of Iija Prenzoski, who took the field against 


the club he starred for last season, having 
spent the first few months of the current cam- 
paign at Central Coast. 

‘While Prenzoski was given an immediate 
start and both he and Bosevski were pre- 
ferred to Jimmy Aschner, the former Blue 
Devils’ man was bottled up quite well by his 
former team mates. He probably served 
mainly to deflect attention away from 


Rockdale Suns’ hat-trick hero Nick Bosevski 


STALLIONS TIPPED 


r I “Yhe 2005 Arrive alive NSW 
Women's Super League kicks 
off this weekend, with 15 clubs 

from the Central Coast to Nowra and 

west to Bathurst participating in the 
top womens soccer competition in the 
state. 

‘This is the second year that the compe- 
tition is being sponsored by the Motor 
Accident's Authority's "Arrive alive" road 
safety program. This year, th sponsor- 
ship has been extended to also include the 
Amive alive NSW Girls Youth League 
which comprises three youth grades 
(Grade 12, Grade 14 & Grade 16). 

The Marconi Stallions, are the hot 
favourites to repeat their 2004 achieve- 
ment of taking out the premiership and 
championship double with the recruit- 
ment of NSW Sapphire Jo Burgess from 
the North West Sydney Koalas, and Steve 
Marsh, the former NSW Academy assis- 
tant coach, as the head coach. 

With a blend of youth and experience 
the Stallions will definitely be difficult to 
beat 

But looking to beat them will be the 
traditional rivals Macarthur Rams, Manly 
United FC, Central Coast United, 


Sutherland Association & the North West 
Sydney Koalas, as well as ever-improving 
regional teams; Southem Branch and the 
Bathurst City Panthers. 

The new team in the league, the 
Northern Tigers, will be looking to emu- 
Jate the success of their male counterparts 
in their inaugural season, and the local 
derby between the University of New 
South Wales and Sydney University will 
surely be one to watch. 

‘The dark horses of the competition will 
be from the other Sydney metropolitan 
clubs; St George Saints, Blacktown 
Association, Gladesville Ravens & 
Penrith Nepean United. Penrith Nepean 
United was bolstered in the off-season by 
the transfer of NSW Sapphires captain 
‘Taryn Rockall from the Macarthur Rams. 
Rockall was instrumental in the Rams 
2004 success when they lost narrowly to 
the Stallions in last years Grand Final. 
Her presence in the youthful Penrith 
‘Nepean squad will be warmly welcomed. 

With the popularity of womens soccer 
on the increase yet again, this is the per- 
fect competition for future Matilda's to 
cut their teeth before heading to the world 
stage, 


@ Rockdale City Suns 


‘The Blue Devils took a shock 43rd minute 
Tead after Rockdale had looked the more 
likely to score for most of the first half. Goals 
immediately after the break by both sides, 
opened the game right up. 

Sadly, for the visitors, who twice took the 
ead only to surrender it again, Rockdale 
took all their chances, while the travelling 
team did not. 

Bosevski showed how potent he can be in 
the six-yard box with three clinical pieces of 
finishing. 

‘The now raven-haired striker struck in the 
48th minute to nullify Nikolai Topor- 
Stanley's headed goal just before the break 
and again in the 54th to wipe out Daniel 
Macor’s opportunist goal in the Sst. 

‘The Blue Devils then had most of the mid- 
field and created a swag of chances, with the 
Rockdale defence living dangerously, until 
Boseyski struck the winner to make it 3-2 in 
the 85th and send the crowd delirious. 

Rockdale coach Ivan Petkovic was 
pleased with his team’s ‘character’, but had 
somi¢ reservations about the midfield. 

Blue Devils coach Chris Tanzey made 
sure the players knew how they had let them- 
selves down at the finish, with some stem 
words in the dressing room. He also felt that 
a couple of the Rockdale goals, scored as 
they were from close in, had offside doubts 
hanging over them. 

‘The Canberra side had taken the lead 
when Rockdale keeper Steve Minovski, who 
had saved at point-blank range from the dan- 
gerous Robbie Cattanach moments earlier, 
failed to collect the ball from 2 left-sided cor- 


ner by Dustin Wells and Topor-Stanley took 
an easy, towering far post header to find the 
net 

‘Three minutes after the restart Tony Ju got 
down the left well for the Suns and, after 
‘Cameron Jones had flicked the cross on with 
a header, there was Bosevski to nod in at the 
far post. 

Macor restored the Blue Devils’ lead three 
minutes later after the ball had hung in the 
goalmouth and Rockdale failed to clear; a 
Junge from Macor at close range was all that 
was needed to beat an exposed Minovski. 

Good lead-up work from Denis Alilovic, 
back in the midfield again for this game, led 
to Bosevski bringing his side level again in 
the 54th minute. 

Alex Castro could, and should, have put 
the Blue Devils back in front in the 57th 
minute, but, free in the box and facing the 


Keeper, he side footed the ball to a waiting 
Rockdale defender rather than attempt a 
shot; and that proved costly. 

Tt was also touch-and-go for Rockdale in 
the 80th when Cattanach got through only to 
fire inches over and this was one of many 
lucky escapes for the home side. 

Right near the end Rockdale punished the 
Blue Devils for their poor finishing with the 
winner, 

A great through pass from substitute Max 
Sevares, whose touches were telling in the 
short time he was on the field, set up 
Bosevski for another good finish at close 
range. 

‘The Blue Devils’ loss could well mean the 
end of their hopes to make a belated bid for 
the top eight, after a run of unfortunate 


games, when late goals have been conceded. | 


et 


Jo Burgess: Has signed from the North West Sydney Koalas to the 
Marconi Stallions this season, 
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lhe road to Continental Tyres Cap 
glory began this weekend with 
seven Saturday and eleven Sunday 
games, either in Sydney or on the South 
Coast, PAUL GOODWIN reviews the 
action. 


FEATURE MATCH 

BULLI 4 (Andy Hay 3, Mark Balbi 24, 
Luke Zadkovich 82, Andrew Paine 88 pen) 
PAGEWOOD-BOTANY 0 = 

Ilawarra Premier League club Bulli com- 
pleted a Cup double last weekend, starting 
with a thumping victory in their Continental 
‘Tyres Cup first round clash with Pagewood- 
Botany at Woonona last Saturday afternoon. 

Tt was never going to be easy for 
Pagewood, from the Eastem Suburbs 
Association, against a Bulli team, which won 
the local Bert Bampton Cup, last winter and 
had been in training since 8th January. Bulli 
also qualified for the local pre-season 
Cortimal Leagues Club Knock-Out Grand 
Final, the next day, and was absolutely in full 
flight. 

Tttook only three minutes for Andy Hay 
to steer in Mark Balbi’s simple cross from 
the left and then Balbi, himself, made it 2-0 
with a confident finish from wide on the left, 
at close range. 

‘Pagewood keeper, Dean Catharios, was in 
inspired form and showed great positional 
sense and anticipation to save his side count- 
less times, especially in the second half. 

Doggedly hanging on, with the slightest 
chance of snatching a comeback geal or two, 
Pagewood fell further behind in the 82nd 
minute when even their keeper could not 
save them and Luke Zadkovich steered the 
bali home. 

To wrap things up, Andrew Paine 
despatched a penalty kick, with ease, in the 
88th minute after Terry Anastasiadis had 
Drought him down in the box. 

Bulli, who will now meet Springwood in 
the Second Round, completed a fine week- 
end by annexing the Corrimal Leagues Club 
Knock-Out trophy with a win, on penalties, 
5-4, over Kemblawarra at Bellambi on the 
Sunday afternoon. 

Bulli prevailed after 15 minutes each way 


CANTERBURY-MARRICKVILLE 

While most clubs have been worrying 
about filling their rosters for the new season, 
Canterbury-Marrickville has been engaged 
in a well documented dispute with 
Manickville council over the use of Henson 
Park, For the first time in almost a decade, 
they have been forced to move their home 
‘ground to Lambert Park. A new coaching 
staff of Spiro Hantzis and Bill Pilovski plus 
a talented roster should see the state league’s 
oldest club in the thick of the premiership 
race, 
‘Key Recruits: Con Anastasiadis, John 
Kysiazopoulos and Dimitri Zakilas 


DULWICH HILL 

Dulwich Hill have failed to flatter in 
either one of their last two seasons and have 
pinned their faith in a new coaching double 
act of Femando Canelas and Scott Wells. 
Not since Bill Pilovski was at the helm in 
season 2900 has the club tasted semi-finals 
football and the pressure from fans is build- 
ing. With a strong South American influ- 
ence their midfield should be creative 
enough and if former NSL striker Harry 
James can hit top form they could be a real 
surprise act. 

Key Recruits: Harry James, Eduardo 
Giraldo and Scott Wells 


FAIRFIELD BULLS 
No up-to-date information on the club 
was available. 
FC BOSSY LIVERPOOL 
‘As one of the big guns of last season's 


of extra time had failed to produce a resolu- 
tion in their local toumament. Left-sided star 
Balbi, netted for them with Cord Tolson 
responding for Kemblawarra, before the 
‘game went down to penalties. 

SATURDAY’S TEAMS: 

BULLI PAGEWOOD BOTANY 

BULLI: Alan McLeish, Paul McGarry, 
Simon Bain (Andrew Paine 59), Steye 
Sampedro, Stewart Glass, Dean Pearce, 
Mark Balbi (Luke Zadkovich 46), James 
Ken, John Chapman (Alan Flack 46), Rod 
Patterson (C), Andy Hay, 


Coach: Alan Mangles 
PAGEWOOD BOTANY: Dean 
Catharios, Brendan Smith, Terry 


Anastasiadis, Kris Wylie, Steve Vanega, 
Sean Fenton (C), Richard Rosini (Jose 
Antonio Lopes 46), Con Fotaris (Nelson 
Dand 60), Marquis Abela, Kevin Morgan, 
Josip Brajovic 

Subs not used: John Adam, Joba Stavrou 

Coach: John Stavrou 

Referee: Stephen Jaros 

Assistants: Steve Evans and Steve Bozic 

‘Yellow Cards: Bulli: Nil 

Pagewood Botany: Kris Wylie 83 

ROUNDUP 


Fairfield City Lions hit 11 past Kogarah 
‘Waratahs without reply at Norford Park, with 
‘Hulusi Orhan scoring six. 

TPL Premiers and Grand Final winners 
Port Kembla started their Continental Tyres 
Cup campaign in style with a 3-0 away win 
over Padstow United at Coleman Park. 

Phil Zabacs was called upon to save a first 
half penalty for Port, diving well to his right 
to knock the ball away, but once that early 
‘scare was over the Illawarra team took con- 
trol. Two goals from Alan La Poto plus an 
own goal put paid to Padstow. 

Coach Harry Sattin said he was very 
happy with the way the team played and is 
looking forward to the next round when the 
side has a home tie against newly-promoted 
Super League side, Westen Rage. 

At Leichhardt Park, tough Second 
Division Balmain side were looking to dis- 
pense with Third Division Gazy Lansvale 
‘but it was the lower division team who pre- 


First Division, Bossy are one of two newly 
promoted teams in the league. But instead of 
merely looking to survive the club is keen to 
make a statement and finish in the top half 
of the table. "We are an ambitious clab and 
while we aren't going to get caried away 
making any bold predictions, we are keen to 
finish higher than mid-table,” said club 
spokesman Victor Sehic. Mile Todorovski 
(ex Rockdale) will retum for his second year 
as coach, 

Key Recruits: Trinity Allen, Sasa 
Utjesenovic and Johnny Ghisso 


FRASER PARK 

With the tag of being the league’s big 
spenders, Fraser Park coach Tan Gillan does- 
n't pull any punches when attempting to dis- 
pel one of the great myths of the Winter 
Super League. "It doesn't matter what we do. 
or what we say everybody thinks that Fraser 
‘Park pay the most money for players. Tcan 
tell you for an absolute certainty we don't," 
Gillan said, 

‘That said, the Jets will still boast one of 
the best rosters in the league headlined by 
defender come midfielder Michael Kladis 
and veteran Martin Bourke and will start the 
season as warm favourites. 

Key Recruits: Mark Guerrero, Greg 
Collins and Daniel Farias 


HAJDUK WANDERERS, 
Hajduk are building nicely and look def- 
inite top five material with the nucleus of 
last year’s squad still there and supplement- 
ed by a handful of new recruits, Hajduk fans 
should keep their eye on enigmatic duo Tim 
Gledhill and Robbie Portelli. When they last, 


vailed, scoring twice without reply. Kahric 
and Masic hit the target. 

On a very bumpy surface and a rather 
cramped pitch at Anzac Oval, Roosters FC 
Tan out 3-2 winners over Gymea, which had 
a man sent off midway through the second 
half 

‘The Roosters opened the scoring in the 
12th minute, through Ozhan Gogerakan. His 
joy was short-lived, however, as Gymea 
pulled a goal back in the 23rd, through Scott 
‘Hooper, who took advantage of one of many 
very Tong throws, from the right, by Andrew 
Dooley. 

In the 27th minute, a Roosters’ player was 
held back, inside the penalty area, and from 
the spot-kick Gogerakan made no mistake. 

But Gymea were not finished and drew 
level in the 40th minute, again after a long 
throw from Dooley, when Troy Boes drilled 
a low shot past Metehan Dirig. 

Gymea got right on top in the second half 
but had a man sent off for a reckless tackle. 

Roosters had already lost two players to 
injury in the first ten minutes and had to take 
one of their substitutes off due to a serious 
injury the player sustained in the challenge 
that had brought out the red card from refer- 
ce Brad Raynor. 

The more direct approach by the Roosters 
saw them clinch the game late, when, from a 
through ball by Rasid Paradik, Gokhan 
Ekdoginli was able to steer the ball calmly 
past Cox. 

At Little Bay Oval, district team, 
Waverley Old Boys scored 2 2-1 win over 
Second Division Greenisland. 

Brookvale, who were boasting a plethora 
of former Manly-Warringah Dolphins' play- 
ers, lost 0-2 at home to NSW Division One 
side, Mount Pritchard, at Cromer Park with 
Miro Maco scoring in the 25th minute and 
Gus Orcajo, in the 55th. 

In the early game of the double header at 
Christie Park, Marsfield, Gladesville 
Homsby FA premier league side, Eastwood 
St Andrews overcame NSW Second 
Division, Prospect United 4-0. A brace from 
Michael Pearson and one from Nils 
Johnsson, late in the game, adding to the 


explosive and if they live up to that form the 
‘Wanderers are set for a big year. 

Key Recruits: Robbie Portelli, Chris 
Spinos and Phillip Hartshom 


HURSTVILLE CITY MINOTAURS 
Into his third decade as manager/coach 
and general dogsbody in the Minotaurs 
camp, Peter "The General’ Sarikakis contin- 
ues to defy his critics in producing a com- 
petitive team on a shoestring budget. This 
year's side will be a mix of wily veterans 
and talented youth with The General’ pre- 
dicting his side to be more than nuisance 
value. "We will win some games this year 
and anybody expecting the Minotaurs to lie 
down is in for a big shock,” Sarikakis said. 
Key Reeraits: Terry Palapanis, George 
Kalogeras and Tom Pontidas 


HURSTVILLE ZSC 

Last season was a real struggle for 
Hurstville ZSC whose star studded roster 
failed tn fire. This season, coach John Gagro 
will take no chances, recruiting a number of 
‘hard working youngsters in a bid to consol- 
idate the club’s position. "The club had a 
number of issues last season and as a result 
we have made a conscious decision not to 
chase any more than one or two Premier 
League players," said Gagro. "Things blew 
up last year and we are not prepared to do 
that again." 

Key Recruits: Mladen Damjanovic, 
Karl Luburic, Eddie Adam 


MACARTHUR RAMS 
Season 2005 sees the Rams with a new 


ABSW (@i 


Big Cup Double for Bulli 


16th minute strike from Ben Tosh. 

In the late game, it was not a happy debut 
for the new-look First Division side, 
Gladesville Spirit, who were beaten by local 
district club West Pennant Hills- 
Cherrybrook Lions. 

WPH Cherrybrook turned around a 1-0 
deficit to win 2-1. Bosward and Seale did the 
damage in the last 14 minutes, wiping out 
Sameer Nicola’s 73rd minute opener for 
Gladesville. 

Ryde City Gunners, back in First Division 
now, after scaling the heights fora few years, 
tackled White City at Chisholm Park. Tom 
Mihajlovic retumed to coach White City, 
after a couple of years off the scene, and met 
up with Ryde's new mentor Mark Strachan. 

Tt was a bright start for the Gunners who 
put eight past the hapless White City, includ- 
ing a hat trick from Jennings and a brace 
from Steve Biviano, with Stoimenski mak- 
ing the only reply for the Mihajlovic- 
coached team, 

Also at Chisholm Park, first Division 
Aubum Star scored a 2-0 win over Third 
Division Lithgow Workmen. 

‘There was also a double header at Fairfax 
Community Stadium. 

Tnter Lions, hot favourites in this season's 
First Division, beat Doonside Hawks 2-0. In 
the later game Blacktown Spartans managed 
to edge out Belmore Hercules 1-0 in an all- 


First Division clash with Palumbo’s 70th 
minute goal the clincher. 

Popondetta Park, in the west of Sydney, 
also staged a double-header. The very capa- 
ble Schofields Scorpions Schofields had lit- 
tle trouble accounting for third division 
Gladesvile United, 6-2. Shane Ceyenini and 
Todd MacRae netted a brace apiece and 
Merdanovic and an own goal completed the 
scoring against a side that scored through 
Mauel and Nastoulis. 

After that, the stadium’s hosts, Mt Druitt 
‘Town Rangers, prevailed 3-1 against old foes 
and strong Second Division club Hakoah. 

‘At Summerhayes Park, Springwood beat 
second division rival Kellyville Kolts 4-3, 
but the match will need to be.replayed after 
the referee mistakenly played Golden Goal. 

Hills United found Camden Tigers a little 
too hot and succumbed 2-1 to the south- 
westem Sydney side at Second Ponds 
Reserve, Rouse Hill. 

Tn the East, Second Division Uni of NSW 
managed ‘a 4-1 win Third Division 
Hawkesbury City, at David Phillips Field. 
‘The dependable Nick Kadomichalos added 
the second goal to that scored earlier by 
Morved and two more, near the end, from 
Byme left it too late for Hawkesbury to offer 
much other than a late consolation goal from 
Klinkacovski. 


ROUND 1: Brookyake 0 Mt Pritchard 2 (M Maco 25’, G Orcajo 55°), Waverley Old 
Boys 2 Greenisland SC 1, Balmain SC 0 Gazy Lansvale 2 (S Kabric, E Masic), 
Springwood SC 4 Kellyville Kolts 3, Schofields Scorpions 6 (S Cevenini x 2, T Macrea 
x2, H Merdanovic, own goal) Gladesville United 2 (D Mauel, T Nasioulis), UNSW 4 (T 
Morved 12’, N Kodomichalos 63°, J Byrne 70/77’) Hawkesbury City 1 (S Klinkacovski 
89°), Hills United 1 Camden Tigers 2, Auburn Stars 2 Lithgow Workmen 0, Ryde City 
8 (J McLeahy, A Jennings x 3, C Rasmus, $ Biviano x 2, P Fleming) White City 1 (1 
Stoimenski), Doonside Hawks 0 Inter Lions 2, Blacktown Spartans I (A Palumbo 70’) 
Belmore Hercules 0, Gymea United 2 Roosters FC 3, Kogarah Waratahs 0 Fairfield 
City Lions 11 (H Orhan 6/22/37/44/68/84, S Erel 32’, Y Ekinci 61/63", A Akbal 73? 


Penalty, T Omac 89"), 


coach in Luke McGuire and a youthful atti- 
tude, Eleven of the clubs 17 first graders are 
20 years old or younger and they'll be sup- 
plemented by a couple of well chosen veter- 
ans including Jeff Suzor. Frank Mikuletic 
has also committed for the new season. The 
enigmatic former Demon, Brian Vanega 
could be one to keep an eye out for. 

Key Recruits: Frank Mikuletic, Brian 
‘Vanega and Daniel Mack 


NORTHERN TIGERS 

Sadly the Tigers dream of opening the 
season at a new facility at Mills Park 
Asquith has been postponed, but there is 
still some talk the venue could be available 
Tater in the season. So for the interim i's 
back to Parklands Oval where te Tigers 
established a parochial home ground atmos- 
phere, Having lost a tonne of players from 
Tast season, coach Fred Mesiti is again 
investing heavily in youth, 

Key Recruits: Dean McCreath, Anthony 
Mitiga and Michael McCrory 


STANMORE HAWKS 

Last seasons Champions look a litte 
underdone going into round one but there is 
no doubting that their overall quality should 
see them rise to the surface. A move to 
Pratten Park is a positive one as the club 
works hard behind the scenes to secure an 
upgrade to the facility with the local coun- 
cil. Despite losing eight of last season's 
team to the Premier League the Hawks are 
-definitely one of the teams to beat this sea- 
on, * 

Key Reeruits: John Theodoropoulos, 
Cari Nolan (England) and Peter Spathis 
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SUTHERLAND SHARKS 

Last year’s Super League coach of the 
year Stewart Porter has made no secret of 
the fact that he always wanted to coach the 
Sharks, and now he finally gets his wish. 
‘The agenda is simple - restore some credi- 
bility fo a club fallen on hard times and 
make the top five. Showing all bar four of 
last years first grade side the door, Porter 
has tipped his side to be a genuine top five 
threat. 

Key Recruits: Daniel Borg, Sash 
‘Tirovski and Mike Smith 


SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 

New coach Jimmy Campbell has big 
Shoes to fill but feels his side will be up to 
the task. The basis of last seasons squad are 
still there - Luke McDougal, David Gill, 
James Meyer, Dan Felton and Silver 
Medalist Rob Smithies should see ‘the stu- 
dents’ remain out of the relegation zone. 
‘How far they travel will depead on the right 
foot of Smithies. 

Key Recruits: Jake Flower, Joc 
Limpiere and Cormack Begley 


‘The other ‘new’ side in the competition, 
the Rage have promoted last season’s coach 
John Haynes to the Technical Directors role 
and handed the first grade reins to Robert 
D'Alessandro. Having lost only two players 
from lst season, the Rage will be a handful, 
especially up front where George Wakim 
will partner the enigmatic Nenos Bobo. 

Key Recruits: Nenos Bobo, Robert 
Sacco and Ray Mandic 
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Double Title Glory 
for Dural and Ryde 


yde City Gunners and Dural 

Warriors were the only multiple 

winners and Sydney Magic suf- 
fered a triple dose of disappointment as 
the inaugural Soccer NSW Futsal State 
League came to an end on Saturday night 
with same entertaining finals at the Dural 
Sports and Leisure Centre. 


12 BOYS 
Ryde City Gunners § Sydney Magic 4 


Sydney Magic, who finished Minor 
Premiers, started favourites in this match and 
|| got off to a good start when Jeremy Joseph 
|) scored within ten seconds. David Talevski 
doubled the score on two and a half minutes 
and it looked like they had the Gunners mea- 
sure. A minute later however Shervin Adeli 
replied to give the Gunners their first goal. 
Ryde began to apply the pressure but could- 
n't beat the Magic goalkeeper, Jack 
Atkinson. On 11 minutes, a long-range 
effort from Magic’s Terry Antonis rebound- 
ed off the post to safety. Two minutes later a 
Gunners free kick rebounded off Atkinson 
and Clayton Musumeci gratefully accepted 
the gift. Ryde were level. Gunners joy was 
short lived as Magic lifted and soon after 
Talevski tuned his marker sweetly and slid 
the ball under the advancing goalkeeper, 
Matthew Foley. In the last minute of the first 
half William Pritchard pulled Gunners level 
and sent the teams in at 3-3. 

Early in the second half, Gunners pressed 
and Atkinson saved, but only parried the ball 
to Pritchard who fired home and put Gunners 
ahead for the first time. In the 25th minute 
Talevski again scores and brings the scores 
level once more. For the next 10 minutes it 
is end to end but neither team can break the 
deadlock. Magic have a 10m spot kick but 
are thwarted by a poor refereeing decision 
and Gunners survive. With two minutes 
remaining, a Gunners corner is fired into the 
Magic area and cries of “hand ball” are met 
with the referees whistle. Gunners receive a 
penalty. Adeli calmly finished and Gunners 
tun out time and win the first final of the 
night 


‘They were duly rewarded when Aaron 
‘Sims latched onto a rebound to give them the 
ead just before half time. Early in the sec- 
ond half the Warriors scored through Nick 
Donovan after a goalmouth scramble. Soon 
after Dupen could have put them ahead, but 
a great save from Commodores goalkeeper, 
Robbie Greenway, kept the scores level. For 
the next five minutes, the Commodores 
attack but are thwarted by the Warriors 
defence. A Sims shot hits the cross bar 31 
minutes in, which motivates the Warriors and 
they respond. The game finishes 2-2 and is 
sent into silver goal extra time. Halfway 
through Kane Wright breaks the deadlock 
and sends Commodores ahead. Within 30 
seconds Dupen levels it up again. With 30 
seconds left a Commodores free kick allows 
Danni Lemos an opportunity and he fires 
‘home to give Commodores the win. 


16 BOYS 
Dural Warriors 6 Sydney City Fagles § 


Sydney City Eagles, the minor premiers, 
couldn't overcome a never say die Dural 
‘Warriors in the end. The Eagles’ Grant 
Gulaboski opened the scoring on seven min- 
utes with a great tum. Adam Bradley leveled 
the scores with a goal for the Warriors after 
12 minutes. Soon after Gulaboski put the 
Eagles ahead, only to see Joshua Codrington 
fire home after finding himself free from a 
comer to draw the Warriors level again. The 
whistle goes for half time and as predicted it 
hhas been a very even contest. 

‘Within two minutes of the restart, Martin 
‘Trescott wriggles through two defenders and 
beats the goalkeeper, Adrian lorfino, from 
close range to send the Warriors ahead. A 
minute later a penalty is awarded to the 
Eagles and Chris Spinelli converts to level at 
3-3. On 25 minutes, Spinelli again fires 
home to restore the Eagles lead. Gulaboski 
then gave the Eagles a two-goal lead after 
intercepting a pass and scored his third. 

Lake Vanderburg threw the Warriors a 
lifeline when his long-range shot rebounded 
off the post, but struck the goalkeeper and 
deflected in. With two minutes left the game 


Action from last weekends Futsal State League Finals in Dural 


14 BOYS 
Kellyville Commodores 4 Dural Warriors 3 
(after extra time) 


The Commodores started favourites in 
this final and Ryan Blume scored their first 
after two minutes. Not to be overawed, the 
Warriors replied soon after through Aiden 
Dupen. Commodores seemed to have the 

| edge and kept applying the pressure. 


tuned. Gulaboski received his second yel- 
low card and the Eaples were reduced to four 
Players. he: 

‘The Warriors capitalised with 20 seconds 
remaining through Adam Bradley, to send 
the game into extra time. The Eagles 
resumed with five players, but midway 
through Toby Seeto scored the winner and 
the Warriors took home the prize. 


16 GIRLS 
‘Western Raiders 10 Sydney Magic 3 


The Minor Premiers, Westem Raiders, 
showed exactly why they finished the season 
without dropping a point. Sydney Magic 
was given no chance as the Raiders stormed 
home. Kimberley Pope opened the scoring 
for Raiders, but Natalie Spirovski equalised 
for Magic. 

Hayley Buckingham restored Raiders lead 
after six minutes and Pope added her second 
30 seconds later, Spirovski struck again to 
give Magic hope but then the Raiders took 
control. 

First Buckingham scored, then within a 
minute Pope completed her hat trick to give 
the Raiders a 5-2 lead with only 12 minutes 
gone. Pope, who was proving unstoppable, 
grabbed her fourth and it looked like the 
game was already over as a contest. Frances 
Dimino made a long run for Magic and fin- 
ished with a shot but it struck the post. Just 
before half time, Spirovski again tested the 
goalkeeper, Mel McCauley, but she made a 
great save to keep Raiders well on top. 

From the restart Raiders Samantha 
Muscat scored to make it 7-2 and a minute 
later intercepted a poor clearance and fired 
home her second. Magic press forward and 
two shots in succession rebound from the 
post. With only six minutes left Magic pull a 
goal back through Paige Grant. This only 
seemed to fire Raiders up and Pope scored 
her fifth. With 15 seconds remaining, Lael 
Burke converted to end Magic’s misery. 


YOUTH MEN 
Dural Warriors 4 
‘Campbelltown City Quake 1 


In this game Minor Premiers, 
Campbelltown City Quake, probably started 
as favourites but Warriors proved to be the 
better side on the night. The first five min- 
utes proved very fast and both sides pro- 
duced good shots, but neither team could 
open the scoring. Quake had the better 
chances, but it was Toby Secto for the 
Warriors who opened the scoring on nine 
minutes after good target work from Isaac 
Wadick. 

On 13 minutes, James Pearce looked cer- 
tain to equalise for Quake, but a great diving 
saye at his feet by Matt Smith in the Warriors 
goal denied him. Prior to half time Dural 
came close twice, but the score remained 1-0 
at the break, The second half was noticeably 
quicker and_both sides traded shots without 
success, Smith was having a great game in 
the Warriors goal. With five minutes left, 
Quake finally got the breakthrough they 
were looking for when Pearce capitalised on 
a goalmouth scramble to draw them level. 

‘Quake was looking the side most likely to 
finish stronger, but brilliant goal by Wadick 
saw the Warriors go back in front with only 
four minutes left. Quake was forced to press 
and the Warriors capitalised a minute later 
with a goal on the break to Ben Pollock. 
Quake looked dejected and Matt Dorigo 
rounded out the scoring for the Warriors with 
‘a minute to go, to give them a well deserved 
4-1 victory. 


WOMEN 
Sydney City Eagles 2 
Kellyville Commodores 1 


‘Minor Premiers, Sydney City Eagles, 
eventually won a very tight tussle between 
two very competitive teams. The Eagles 
started brightly scoring in the second minute 
through Jodie Bain. . Early on the Eagles 
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looked full of running while the 
‘Commodores were content 10 keep posses 
sion.and moye the ball around the court with 
little player movement. Chances were few 
and far between and it was Bain who came 
closest to scoring again. 

She volleyed a comer only to see a great 
save from the Commodores goalkeeper, 
Micielle Dingwall, who tipped the ball onto 
the post and then to safety. In the second 
half, it was the Commodores who looked the 
better early and they were duly rewarded 
when Michelle Camey received a pass with 
only the goalkeeper to beat. Camey drew 
Lori Scandurra and slid the ball beneath her 
to level the scores on four minutes. 

‘Two minutes later Eagles Jo Burgess shot 
from close range, only to see Dingwall down 
at the far post to save miraculously. Camey 
then headed on a through ball, only to see 
Scandurra fly through the air to push the tall 
away fora comer. 

With four minutes left, Bain found herself 
unmarked on the far post and slammed the 
ball at goal. Dingwall was there to save, but 
the power of the shot carried the ball over the 
line and Eagles hit the lead. Towards the end 
Bain came close again, but the post denies 
her ¢ hat trick. 


Ryde City Gunners 4 
Daral Sydney Magic 3 


Ryde City Gunners were hoping to secure 
‘a hat trick of State League Final victories and 
looked certain of doing so with three early 
goals. 

Within two minutes, good lead up work 
found Andrew Nolan unmarked on the far 
post and he slotted home to give Gunners the 
lead. 


‘Twenty seconds later they were 2-0 up, 
when Lachlan Wright beat two players and 
fired a rocket through the hands of the Magic 
goalkeeper, Elvio Cares, 


COMES TO 


NORTH SYDNEY NSw 


Nolan then set up Jamie Amendolia for 
the Gunners third after he beat two players 
down the sideline. At this stage everyone 
thought Magic would capitulate, but this 
only strengthened their resolve. Osmar De 
Barros rounded Gunners goalkeeper, Peter 
Spathis, but missed an open goal, which 
could have put Magic back in the game. 
Soon after he again had a chance but this 
time he was denied by a diving save from 
Spathis. 

On 14 minutes, Ross Fazzalaro eluded his 
defender and received a good through ball, 
drew Spathis and slid it under the advancing 
goalkeeper to give Magic their first goal. 
Soon after, Gunners Brett Hewit latched onto 
a comer but was denied by the crossbar. 
With three minutes left, Magic’s Nick 
Hanna, beat a defender and drilled a toe poke 
toward the Gunners goal. 

Spathis parried but it fell to Marek Famik. 
Famik shot and the ball was deflected off 
‘Wright and over the helpless Spathis to bring 
Magic within one. Immediately after, 
Amendolia showed good target work, tumed 
his marker and finished well to restore a two- 
goal lead. 

In the first minute of the second half 
Amendolia was dispossessed by Hanna, who 
quickly fed Farnik and once again he slid the 
ball under the advancing Spathis to make it 
4.3, Magic almost equalised when a through 
ball to Parnik found him just in front of 
Spathis. 

Unfortunately he missed his aticmpted 
flick and Spathis reacted quickly enough to 
stop the ball on the line. Amendolia again 
showed good target work when he received 
and with a deft roll and tum beat three 
defenders only to be denied by the goalkeep- | 
er Cares. 

With two minutes left Hewit fired a shot 
from ten metres, but Cares purried the ball | 
onto the crossbar. Neither team could find 
another goal and the Gunners secured their 
victory. 
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Agius given lifeline by Kosmina Mit 2 ee tm il 
Y training block 


Fred Aglus: The talented 
youngster has been 
given a trial chance at 
Adelaide United by 
John Kosmina 


andic hits 


‘arry Kewell's agent 
Bernie Mandic has 
weighed-in with his 


opinion in the row between 
himself, Frank Farina and 
Liverpool manager Rafa 
Benitez. 

Benitez has responded 
angrily to comments from 
Farina that Kewell should 
undergo an operation on his 
groin and achilles injuries in 
May. 

"His agent, Farina, a lot of 
people have been saying 
things," Benitez said. 

"Well, we pay him, we 
know him, we control him 
and train him." 

Speaking to English news- 
paper The’ Independent, 
Mandic has denied making 


By Mark 
Stavroulakis 


nfluential © Adelaide 

United coach John 

Kosmina has thrown 
his hat in the ring for one 
of Australia’s up and com- 
ing stars in Fred Agins to 
prove that he can tab down. 
an A-League contract with 
the South Australian 
squad. 

During the closing stages 
of the final National League 
campaign in season 2003- 
2004, it was Kosmina that 
came to Agius’ aid in offer- 
ing the former Joeys mid- 


any comment on the matter. 

"Nothing's been said by 
me and it's really simple to 
find a quote from me on 
something if I've said it," he 
said. 

"Ive simply not been 
involved in any of the med- 
ical matters. I don't offer 
medical advice to players. 
Basically, the players decide 
what their problem is and 
how to deal with it with their 
club." 

Kewell returned to the 
Liverpool starting line-up for 
the first time in two months 
for the Champions League 
victory over Bayer 
Leverkusen. 

"I don't have an opinion 
om it because I don't get 


fielder a second chance in 
strutting his stuff in Adelaide 
United's debut year, 

His impact proved divi- 
dends for the club as Agius 
played a pivotal role in push- 
ing the South Australians to 
a top six finish. 

Having left the game for 
almost a year due to personal 
reasons, Agius tured to his 
other sporting love, Aussie 
Rules, 

Kosmina influenced the 
now 22-year-old to give up 
his dream in the AFL and 
crack the game of football 
once more, 

Adelaide have since kick 


back 


involved,” Mandic said. 

"Presumably, he's playing 
because the Liverpool med- 
ical staff have decided he's 
fit. Now, how fit he 
is...because at this stage of 
the season évery player is 
carrying some sort of knock 
80, is he 100 per cent fit? 
Probably not." 

Farina meanwhile insisted 
that he had ‘no problem’ with 
Liverpool deciding what was 
best for Kewell. 

"Liverpool have control 
over Harry. They are his 
employer and pay his wages, 
T have no problem with that. 
If he needs an operation, it is 
for him to decide. Whatever 
is best for the player." 


Started its pre-season cam- 
paign with 15 squad mem- 
bers officially signed. 

If Agius’ fitness is up to 
A-League scratch then the 
former Australian youth 
international will become yet 
another local product of the 
South Australian youth 
development program. 

One such youngster that 
has made a massive impact 
in the game over in South 
Australia has been rising star 
Michael Matricciani. 

‘The youngster was one of 
the stars of the recent 
International Tournament for 
South Australia that was 
played out at Hindmarsh 
Stadium, 

Meanwhile, talks are con- 
tinuing between Travis Dodd 
and Adelaide about the pos- 
sibility of signing up the 
speedy winger this season. 

Kosmina is pinning hopes 
that he can clinch the former 
Parramatta Power's signa- 
ture before March. 

The only loop hole the 
club faces at this stage is 
gaining a clearance from his 
Greek First Division side 
Panionios. 

Dodd signed with the 
Greek side at the start of the 
European season but has 
since found it difficult to 
adapt to the lifestyle over in 
the Mediterranean. 

Tt is also understood that 
Chinese international winger 
Shengging Qu is continuing 
his trials with United. 

Qu could become the 
club’s first outside signing if 
his trials prove successful. 


BY GEORGE, WEAH'S 
NEPHEW WANTS AN 
ALE AGUIE BERTH 


com 


Stephen Weah: George Weah’s nephew is in town 
for trials with Sydney FC 


oa George 
Liberia's 
son, and 


former FIFA World 
Footballer of the Year as a 
cousin, could be seen as a 
burden on a young foot- 
baller, but not so for 
Liberian _ international 
Stephen Weah, currently 
under the eye of Hyundai 
A-League club Sydney FC. 

Weah (Stephen) has 
played twelve times for his 
country and has eight inter- 
national goals to his credit, 
and has forged a career in 
Asia, with stops in Singapore 
and Indonesia, where he 
scored 98 goals in |42 
league games. 

"Being so close, T was 
tempted by invitations to 
Australia on a number of 
‘occasions. 

“Now I am 28 and feel I 
am ready to step up to the 
challenge of the new 


‘Australian competition" said 
‘Weah. 

Weah's lethal left foot and 
power in the air, has seen 
him achieve cult status in 
Indonesia, but he knows that 
making it in Australia is a 
tougher assignment. 

"I thank Sydney FC for 
the invitation to trial, and 1 
hope that my football skills 
can deliver me a contract." 
said Weah "My fiance is 
Australian, and a football 
fan. We met in Bali, and 
she has told me so much 
about the new Australian 
league. I really want to play 
football there, as I have seen 
some of the names linked 
with the new competition,” 
he added, 

All Sydney FC trial play- 
crs kick started their prepara~ 
tions on Monday where both 
overseas and local players 
took part at Soccer NSW’s 
Parklea headquarters. 


jhe Newcastle Jets became the sec- 

ond A-League side to kick-start its 

pre-season preparations for the 
commencement of the new domestic league 
in Angst. 

Jets coach Jean Paul de Marigny was at his 
full voice during the club’s first training hit- 
out at the Hunter Academy of Sport. 

Newcastle had its 16 contracted players at 
full pace last week with pre-season set to for 
up to-14 weeks due to the delay of the A- 
League season in August. 


Newcastle Jets gaffa Jean Paul de 


Marigny commenced pre-season 
training last week. 


For some of the players, it was the first 
time in a while they had felt the touch of a 
ball, while others backed up the training ses- 
sions recovering from their Premier League 
duties from various state competitions across 
Australia. 

Whatever the case, it was clear to see that 
the squad was pumped about the prospects of 
the new year, 


ABSW (®} 


Adelaide United were the first side to 
engage in its pre-season schedule as John 
Kosmina opted for an earlier start from the 
rest of the pack. 

This week, Sydney FC and the Central 
‘Coast Mariners started their campaigns while 
the Roar and Victory weren’t scheduled till 
yet another few weeks. 

For Newcastle though, it was a first 
glimpse for many in the area to witness what 
is entirely a new squad all together. 

Four players from the now defunct 
Newcastle United squad took part in training 
proceedings alongside a new batch of stars. 

The likes of Ante Milicic , Nick Carle, 
Jade North and Richard Johnson have already 
set out the Jets as being one of the dark-hors- 
es of the A-League, so much so, their new 
coach JP believes that the fire will be burning 
bright on the Jets’ new venture. 

With four vacancies left on their roster, 
two possible names that have echoed around 
the Glendale fortress have been that of Paul 
Okon and Ned Zelic. 

‘The pair though will come at a huge cost 
but as Jets owner Con Constantine stated to 
ABSW, they cannot sign the two. 

“We are looking at signing one of the two 
players mentioned, 

“At this stage we are in heavy talks with 
Ned and Paul and in an ideal world would 
mae to sign both but I know it will be just the 


Pp meanwhile has been quite content with 


* his new squad assembled. 


“I’m very happy with the squad we’ ve got 
so far but the next two or three signings will 
be the crucial ones,” de Marigny stated to the 
‘Sydney Morning Herald’. 

It is understood that former England boss 
Terry. Venables will make the trek down- 
under as an advisor only, four weeks prior to 
the start of the World Club Championship 
tournament in May. 


Paschalidis back 
in the hot-seat 


jormer SBS and Foxsports presen- 
fer Andy Paschalidis rejoined the 
football circles last week after 
kick-starting his new radio program 
‘Talkin’ Football last Monday afternoon. 

‘The charismatic host has launched his 
series of promoting the world game on 
Sydney's commercial radio station 2SM 
1269 AM and will air Monday to Friday 
between 3.00-4.00 pm AEDT. 

It will also be aired on 104.1 FM Gold 
Coast and Radio 97 AM Tweed Heeds for 
Queensland listeners. 

‘Talkin’ Football will lead into the popu- 
lar Talkin’ Sport show which is hosted by 
Graeme Hughes and Gavin Roberston. 

‘Known as being one of the most influen- 
tial presenters in kick starting the game of 
football in this country, the expertise of 
Paschalidis in bringing football lovers the 
best in what is happening in the sport today 
will surely have a positive boost in promot- 
ing the sport. 

One such football show that has done 
this has been the Sunday hit radio program 
“Sunday Night Soccer’ which has been air- 
ing every Sunday’s on 98.5 FM at 10.00pm. 

Hosted by ABSW’s Joe Russo and Joe 
Carlucci, the pair have really attracted a 
keen tribe of followers who have been reli- 


‘Andy Paschalidis: Will host the 
new program Talkin’ Football 


giously glued to their radio sets every 
Sunday’s. 

More radio and TV shows alongside 
media coverage in the print sector for the 
game can only be an energetic sign of 
things to come for the game of football. 
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Lia awaits A-League debut 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


elbourne 

Victory’s exciting 

midfield recruit 
Vince Lia cannot wait for 
the start of the A-League 
season. 

The 19-year-old former 
South Melbourne star has 
been busily preparing for the 

* beginning of what hopes to 
be an exciting new era for 
the game of football in this 
country. 

“T really can’t wait for 
training to start with the 
Victory. 

“T've been training twice 
a day on my own and with 
Victorian Premier League 
side’ Fawkner/Whittlesea 
keeping up my match fit- 
ness. 

“But it will be good 
preparing —_ professionally 
with the Victory and I’m 
really looking forward to the 
new season ahead”, 

Pre-season _ officially 


kicked-off for Melbourne 
today (Tuesday) where ten 
players went under a gru- 
elling training program set- 
up by debutant coach Emie 
Merrick, 

“T've had Emie as an 
Assistant Coach to Ange 
(Postecoglou) with the 
Young Socceroos a few 
months back and I know 
he’s put a lot of time and 
effort in organizing the big 
year ahead for us. 

“T know Emie’s a big fan 
on sports science and testing 
and this will be evident in 
our first few training ses- 
sions”. 

At the moment, the 
Victory clearly lead the way 
in having signed some of the 
best young talent around in 
Australia and that is all 
thanks to the efforts made by 
Merrick and Operations 
Manager Gary Cole. 

‘The pair have seen a light 
that they need to concentrat- 
ing on developing players 


for the future and like Lia, 
many other youngsters have 
joined the Victory’s cause. 

Steven Pantelidis, Adrian 
Leijer, Kristian Sarkies, 
Chris Tadrosse, Daniel 
Piorkowski Michael 
Ferrante and Simon Storey 
have all been noted down as 
being future Australian 
stars. 

“One thing’s for sure, the 
club has recruited well in the 
development department. 

“We have some of the 
best young talent in the 
game and this will only ben- 
efit the club. 

“T have played with most 
of these boys in past teams 
so the transition of playing 
in the same squad shouldn't 
be that hard to adjust to”. 

Lia noted that the club is 
now searching for some 
experienced heads in assist- 
ing the youngsters like him- 
self. 


“I’m pretty sure the club 
is now putting full focus on 


signing up older players 
from abroad, 


“Its good to see the likes 
of Archie (Thompson) and 
Andy (Vlahos) back in 
Melbourne, they'll be huge 
assets to the squad but I 
know Emie and Gary are on 
the look-out for experienced 
players”, 

Having signed a two-year 
deal with the Victory, Lia 
has seen a rapid increase in 
media publicity for the sport 
of football thanks to the new 
A-League. 

“In Melbourne, football is 
always going to find ittough 
to compete alongside the 
likes of the state’s national 
sport AFL but its doing quite 
well. 

“There has been an 
increase in publicity for the 
game and on the Victory in 
our mainstream papers 
which is great for the game 
and for the squad”, 

Away from his domestic 
duties with the Victory, Lia 


will this year embark on his 
second World Youth Cup 
which will be held in 
Holland. 

The Young Socceroos did 
more than enough to qualify 
against hosts the Solomons 
recording a three-nil victory 
in Honiara with Vinny scor- 
ing the second to put the 
young Australians into the 
World Cup. 

“We set out to qualify for 
Holland and did just that. 

“We did it tough against 
Fiji but then changed it all 
around and put in a great 
performance against the 
hosts in the final. 

“A camp has been orga- 
nized for the end of April 
which will be in Europe 
before we set out for the 
Netherlands so I’m pretty 
excited about that.” 

The World Youth Under 
20 Cup kick’s off on the 
10th of June before conclud- 
ing on the 2nd of July. 


Vince Lia (right): The Young Socceroos star cannot 
wait for the start of the A-League with A-League 
side Melbourne Victory 


Farina backs 
down in Rafa- 
Kewell row 


ustralia coach 

Frank Farina claims 

he has ‘no problem! 
with Liverpool deciding 
what is best for Harry 
Kewell. 

The Socceroos boss and 
Kewell’s advisors were on the 
end of a stinging attack from 
Reds manager Rafael Benitez 
after Farina suggested in the 
Australian media that the 26- 
year-old winger should have 
an operation in early May. 

But Farina said: ‘Liverpool 


have control over Harry. 
They are his employer and 
pay his wages, I have no 
problem with that, 

‘Tf he needs an operation, it 
is for’ him to decide. 
Whatever is best for the play- 
er! 

Kewell has been dogged 
by injury since arriving at 
Anfield from Leeds for 
£5million in July _ 2003. 
Farina was quoted as saying 
the player should have 
Surgery on troublesome groin 


Harry Kewell: Returned to the Liverpool fold 


18 


against Bayern Leverkusen last week 
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and Achilles injuries but he 
claimed today his interview 
Jast week had been ‘twisted to 
suit a purpose’ 

Benitez had responded to 
last week's comments from 
Farina by saying: I am not 
happy with people around 
Harry talking all the time and 
not doing the right thing for 
the player. 

‘His agent, Farina - a lot of 
people have been saying 
things. Well, we pay him, we 
‘know him, we control him 
and train him,’ 

Kewell played his first 
match since December in the 
Champions League tie at 
home to Bayer Leverkusen 
where he starred in a three- 
one victory over the German 
side. 

Farina said he had not spo- 
ken with Benitez over the 
issue and did not intend to. 

‘Tt is their business and 
their club,’ he said. 

"We have never had any 
issues with Liverpool before. 
Obviously the player is frus- 
trated. 

‘Tam not a doctor so I can- 
not give any recommenda- 
tions over a player having 
surgery. 

‘Harry has had the problem 
for a year so you have to 
weigh up whether an opera- 
tion is best for the player. 

‘From a personal perspec- 
tive, I would suggest whatev- 
er it takes which is in his 
benefit’ 


-League outfit Busan Icons 
are prepared to double 
Elrich's wages to 


bring the Aussie back to South 
Korea. 

The winger has been in a contract 
dispute with Busan over his buyout 
clause, but is now being offered a 
bumper $6,000-a-week to return. 

"Some people said I'd done the 
wrong thing in walking out on Busan 
but] always knew the truth would come 


Elrich offered double-your-money 


out and that I'd be proved right,” Elrich 
told the Daily Telegraph. "For a player 
that so called walked out on his club to 
be rewarded with double the salary isn't 
bad, is it?" Elrich also blasted new 
Australian PFA chief Craig Foster for 
titicising him on television. 

"For him [Craig] to be making judg- 
ments on me is very disappointing," he 
said. "Especially when he's been 
through transfer traumas of his own." 
Eltich’s advisor Tony Rallis still 


believes that Elrich has what it takes to 
make the English Premier League 
move. 

“Ahmad is a strong character and 1 
know he will get by all this mess which 
will put him in good stead for getting 
something in England. 

“At the moment though Ahmad is 
still working through negotiations with 
Busai and will come up with an answer 
shortly which I'm sure will work out 
best for his playing career”. 


Muscat wage too 
high for Victory 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


occeroos hard-man 
Kevin Muscat was 
short-listed as being 

one of the Melbourne 
Victory’s key signings for 
the new A-League season 
‘ut this week those specula- 
tions have been put to rest, 
It is believed that the 


Melbourne Victory manage- 
ment could not battle the 
wage Muscat is currently 
earning in England with 
Championship one side 
Millwall. 

Currently the skipper for 
the club, Muscat’s career in 


England has been that of con- 
sistency having held a stran- 
glehold on being one of the 


Kevin Muscat: The Socceroos wage demands 
would be too high to meet for the Melbourne 
Victory 


Born and bred in Victoria, 
his and name for 
Emie Merrick’s squad would 
have come at great period for 
the club who have noted their 
will to become a champi- 
onship winning side in three 
years. 

Merrick was no stranger to 
Muscat as it was the 
Scotsman who first gave the 
Socceroo a chance. 

“T had Kevin when I was 
coaching Sunshine George 
Cross "91. 

“He was quite young then 
and was always asking me to 
give him a chance. 

“When I did, he did not 
disappoint, but it was there 
many people realised his pas- 
sion for the game. 

“He would tackle lads dou- 
ble the size of him and that’s 
where he’s reputation started 
as being a tough tackling 
defender”, Merrick stated to 
ABSW. 

Victory football operations 
manager Gary Cole stated 


that he would have loved to 
have tagged down the signa- 
ture of Muscat and as the 
team captain but the wage 
was a huge stumbling block. 

Apart from Muscat, 
Belgian intemational centre 
back Geoffrey Claeys, Hull 
City Striker Daniel Allsop 
and Portuguese based keeper 
Eugene Galekovic have all 
been placed on the Victory’s 
shopping list. 

Claeys has come to 
Merrick’s attention from the 
recommendation by new 
Victory signings Archie 
Thompson and Andy Vlahos 
who were both based in 
Belgium. 

Known as a_ sterling 
defender, Claeys could 
strengthen the side’s backline 
before the start of the A- 
League season. 

Allsop meanwhile has 
been in terrific form with Hull 
City this season making it that 
much harder to make the 
move to Melbourne, however 
the Victory have not given up 
on the hunt for the big striker. 


Foster hits ground running | AUC eC 
grown talent 


ew players’ union 

boss Craig Foster 

said the players con- 
tinued support for a salary 
cap in the new A-League 
was based on the ontcome 
of collective bargaining, 

Foster, a former Socceroo 
and now pundit on SBS tele- 
vision, has been appointed 
chief executive of the 
Australian Professional 
Footballers Association 
(PFA). 

With the August kick-off 
of the new A-League rapidly 
approaching, a collective bar- 
gaining agreement was yet to 
be put in place. 

"Ideally it should have 
been signed off on well 
before now," Foster said. "I 
have advisory teams begin- 
ning immediately." 

"It should not be too diffi- 
cult to get that completed 
within a month." 

A key plank of the new 
league was a salary cap, with 
Foster saying players were in 


broad but conditional agree- 
ment. 

"The players have previ- 
ously voted to endorse a 
salary cap under the right 
conditions,” Foster said. 

"Players have always done 
what is necessary to put 
together a viable and success- 
ful league.” 

Describing himself as a 
‘football zealot’, Foster said 
providing the right conditions 
for international players was 
instrumental in attracting 
youngsters to forge a career in 
the sport and push it forward 
in Australia. 

"I feel very strongly that 
conditions for our football 
national teams are the same 
‘or better as other national 
teams such as cricket or 
rugby union,” he added. 

"My vision is to see 
Australia one day in the next 
20 years reach the top of the 
football tree," 

"Fundamental to that chal- 
lenge is making conditions 


for Australian players be the 
best they can be." 

Foster played 29 full inter- 
nationals for Australia’ and 
also captained English 
Premier League club Crystal 


Palace, where he acted as the 
club's delegate to the English 
Professional Footballers’ 
Association, Foster replaces 
Rob Anderson, who resigned 
as CEO last month. 


Craig Foster: Former Socceroo has become the 
PFA’s new CEO 


McMahon: Give 
chance 


Perth Glory coach Steve McMahon has defended his decision to sign on his 


rth Glory coach 

Steve McMahon has 

defended the decision 
to recruit his son to the A- 
League elab's squad, insist 
ing that Steve junior is 
worthy of selection. 

Attending his first training 
session, all eyes were on 
Steve Jr, but his dad has asked 
for everyone to give the 
youngster a chance to prove 
himself rather than prema- 
turely suggest he is at the club 
solely because of his influ- 
ence. 

"There's been a bit of news 
that he's (Steve junior) only 
here because of me," Steve 
McMahon St, whois a former 
FA Cup winner at 
Premiership club Liverpool, 
told SBS Toyota World 
Sports, 


son Stephen 

"I'm not that sort of man- 
ager. If I didn't think he was 
good enough, then I wouldn't 
be bringing him here in the 
first place.” 

"[ think you must give him 
a break, like all new players 
at this football club, let's 
judge him in a few months 
time when the season gets 
under way and then you can 
have your opinions." 

Steve Jr has been coached 
by his old man while at 
Blackpool in England and is 
familiar with this sort of 


press. 

"T've had it all my life, sol 
know what's going to be said 
and what people think," he 
said. 


"But at the end of the day 
it's up to me to prove people 
wrong - show what I can do," 


added the youngster, while 
admitting he will be warning 
his teammates about a possi- 
“ble "rude awakening” about 
his father's tough coaching 
style. 

The former Liverpool leg- 
end meanwhile, has assured 
all concemed that there is no 
bias in his signing of Steve Jr. 

"I just want to set the 
record straight once and for 
all - he’s here because he's a 
decent player.” 

Meanwhile, former 
Olyroos defender David 
‘Tarka was also back with the 
Glory following his return 
from the United Kingdom - 
where he was playing with 
Nottingham Forest. 

The big centre-back did 
not train with the squad but 
will be on deck soon. 


has confirmed the 

jignings of cur- 
‘rent Australian Youth inter- 
nationals Kristian Sarkies 
and Adrian Leijer - taking 
the club's playing group to 
RnR 


Both 18-year-olds had tri- 
als in England with Everton 
but have committed them- 
selves to the new A-League 
for the next two seasons. 

Attacking midfielder 
Sarkies made his debut for 
South Melbourne in the 
National Soccer League at the 
age of 16 in 2003 while Leijer 
was part of Melbourne 
Kinghts’ NSL squad during 
the same campaign. 

“I've worked with Kristian 
for a number of years at the 
VIS and there's no doubt he's 
a tremendous talent,” Victory 
coach Emie Merrick said. 

"We're just delighted to be 
able to offer him a profession- 
al set-up which allows him to 
stay in the local competition 
for longer than might have 
been the case in the past.” 

Defender Leijer is also a 
product of the VIS set-up - 
that- Merrick headed for 12 


{for the Knights] at such a 
young age demonstrates 
‘Adrian's maturity and ability. 
He is a leader and excellent 
tole model,” Merrick said. 
Sarkies and Leijer helped 
the Young Socceroos win the 
OFC U-20 Qualifying 
‘Tournament in Honiara last 
month, which clinched a 
place in the 2005 World 
Youth Championship, and 
also played in the 2003 U-17 


ABSW (#3 


World Championship in 
Finland. 

With just eight places to be 
filled in its 20-man squad, 
Victory told SBS TV's The 
World Game on Sunday that 
it is in negotiations with three 
experienced players currently 
playing overseas to top up its 
youthful group. 

Buf remained tight-lipped 
when asked which players it 
was in talks with. 


years, 
"To play in a key position 


Future stars Adrian Leijer (left) & Kristian Sarkies 
(right) have signed on with the Victory 


Constantine 
pleased with 
Jets beginning 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


ewcastle Jets owner Con 

Constantine could not hide the 

smile off his face after witness- 
ing the club’s first training session at 
Glendale last week. 

“Constantine was delighted with what 
he saw on the pitch and was pleased with 
17 players he saw go through their pre- 
season paces on the pitch under the 
watchful guidance of coach Jean Paul de 
Marigny. 

“What more can I say about the team 
at this stage, am very pleased with what 
Isaw. 

“T believe we have a team full of 
champions and have recruited well in 
getting the best available squad possible. 

“I know that not only mysclf but the 
people of Newcastle will be happy with 


Paul Okon making the trek to the Jets 
side. 

“As I stated to ABSW a few weeks 
back, in an ideal world I'd love to have 
both players come on board. 

“We are talking to both players but at 
the end it will all come down to dollars 
and cents, 

“Imagine having the likes of Okon, a 
former Socceroo captain, or Zelic, one of 
this country’s best exports play for your 
team? 

“| know that either signing would be 
one of the biggest this country has ever 
seen, 

“We will be looking to finalising the 
signing in the next few weeks.” 

With three spots up for grabs, 
Constantine has stated that only the best 
will sign with the Jets. 

“We have built up a credible squad 


Con Constantine: Absolutely 


the way the team is looking like”, with the likes of Ante Milicic leading the delighted fused fe eae) 
The Parklea Markets owner was also role. eared ee “palates 

impressed with new coach de Marigny “The final three players we sign will aes ae ver aa 

during their first pre-season hit-OUT, be that of high quality which I expect will a aes ie ose 
“J think Jean has done a great job at happen very very soon.” “i eae fe es ao ssa 

this stage pulling the squad together. ‘Newcastle’s first taste of A-League ue “it oh he tee great 1 i 
“its stl early days but the signs are football will come to the forum against PNYPSDY Some players in 


promising.” 
One topic that has hit the Newcastle 
squad has been the news of Ned Zelic or 
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stem new rivals the Central Coast 
Mariners on the 7th of May. 
With a World Club Championship 


“All I can say is, may the best team 
win.” 
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MARADONA ORDERED 
TO PAY TAXES 


egendary Argentine According to the court, 
soccer star Diego however, Maradona had at 
Maradona has been least twice been given the 


ordered to pay nearly $40 
million to Italy's tax 
authorities, according to 
‘numerous reports. 

The Italian Supreme 
Court turned down an appeal 
made by the captain of the 
1986 World Cup winners. He 
was found guilty of tax eva- 
sion by a Naples tax com- 
mission in November 2001, 

Maradona, 44, will have 
to pay the back taxes plus 
interest dating to his five- 
year stint with Napoli in the 
1980s. 

Lawyers for Maradona, 
who has suffered a series of 
health scares in recent years, 
argued that their client never 
had been notified by the 
Italian tax authorities until it 
was too late. 


SOLID SALGADO 
SIDELINED FOR 
A MONTH 


eal Madrid defender Michel Salgado will be side- 
lined for four weeks after injuring his right knee in 
week's Champions League clash with 

Juventus at the Bernabeu. 

‘The right back was substituted in the ninth minute after 
falling awkwardly in a challenge with Juventus midfielder 
Pavel Nedved. 

Real's website said Salgado had strained the lateral liga- 
ment of his right knee, but surgery would not be necessary. 

‘The 29-year-old's injury means he will miss the retum leg 
with Juventus in Turin on March 9. Real won the first leg 
match 1-0. 

Salgado will also miss up to five Primera Liga matches and 
coach Vanderlei Luxemburgo has no direct replacement in the 
squad, 

Raul Bravo came on as substitute against Juventus but he 
usually plays at centre back or as cover for Roberto Carlos on 
the left. Centre back Francisco Pavon has also played at right 
back. 

Salgado could also be a doubt for Spain's World Cup qual- 
ifier against Serbia and Montenegro on March 30, 


fiscal files by hand in 1994 
and 1998. 

Retirement has not been 
good to Maradona, the 
author of the famous "Hand 
of God" goal that did in 
England in the 1986 World 
Cup semi-finals. 

In September, Maradona 
‘was hospitalised for the sec- 
ond time in as many months 
with a fever and pulmonary 
pains. He had been undergo- 
ing treatment for a prolonged 
drug problem but tried to 
leave the hospital and seek 
treatment in Cuba. 

In August, he was hospi- 
talised with severe cardiac 
and pulmonary problems 
that were believed to have 
had him near death. 


: #: 
Real Madrid's leaky defence will be further 
weakened by the absence of Michel Salgado. 


Diego Maradona will have to pay nearly $40 million 
to Haly's tax authorities. 


JARDEL JUMPS 
ALAVES SHIP 


Marlo Jardel has struck at Alaves and has left the 
Spanish club less than a month after signing. 


razilian striker Mario Jardel has broken his con- 
tract with Alaves less than a month after signing a 
deal with the Spanish second division club. 

"Mario Jardel has decided to leave Vitoria and return to his 
home country,” Alaves said on their-website. 

‘The 31-year-old former Brazil international had signed a 
private agreement with Alaves until 2007, but could not be 
registered to play in Spain as he is under contract with 
Argentine side Newell's Old Boys until June, 

‘The player was trying to get the deal with Newell's 
annulled because of alleged non-payment of salary, 

"Over the last few weeks Alaves have been waiting for 
Mario Jandel to clarify his legal situation with respect to his 
contract with Newell's Old Boys," said Alaves. “During that 
time Mario Jardel has asked for advance payments which the 
club would not agree to." 

Jardel was a prolific scorer at Porto, Sporting Lisbon and 
Galatasaray, but has been dogged by off-field problems over 
the last two years. He failed to recover his form during brief 
spells at Bolton Wanderers, Italian side Ancona and Newell's. 

Alaves, who reached the 2001 UEFA Cup final but were 
relegated two years later, are in fifth place in the second divi- 
sion, five points behind leaders Cadiz. 
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reek police are 

investigating 

alleged match-fix- 

ing connected to disgraced 

German referee Robert 
Hoyzer. 

Hoyzet, who has admitted 5-2. 


to fixing four German 
matches for cash, claims the 
Croatian mafia brothers he 
was involved with laid bets 
‘on December's UEFA Cup 
tie between Panionios and 
Georgian side 
Thilisi. 


Dinamo 


GREEK POLICE LOOK 
INTO MATCH-FIXING 


Hoyzer says the brothers 
bet on Tbilisi winning at 
half-time and their Greek 
“tivals at full-time. which is 
how the match panned out 
with Panionios prevailing 


Alarm bells rang over the 
suspect UEFA Cup fixture 
tefereed by Alexandru Dan 
Tudor of Romania after 
unusually high betting pat- 
tems were spotted. 

Greek sports minister 
Georges Orfanos confirmed 


that the December 1 match 
was at the centre of the 
police probe, 

"We're hoping for total 
transparency and an explana- 
tion in this case,” he said. 

Ina separate development 
the Salonika prosecutor has 
opened an enquiry into a 
claim made by a local resi- 
dent to a private television 
station that six people were 
in a position to forecast 
results from Greek first and 
second division matches. 


MACCABI BACKS AWAY 
FROM BERKOVIC 


srael's runaway league leaders 
Maccabi Haifa have tumed down an 
offer from former player Eyal 
Berkovic to return to the club next season. 

The outspoken midfielder, who left 
English Premier League club Portsmouth this 
month, said last week he wanted to end his 
playing days in Israel and would give prefer- 
ence to Haifa. 

"After examining all the aspects with club 
Officials it was decided not to add Eyal 
Berkovic to the playing staff next season," 
club president Yaakov Shahar told the club's 
website. 

‘The 33-year-old Berkovic began his career 
at Maccabi Haifa before spending nine sea- 
sons in Britain where he played for 
Southampton, West Ham United, Celtic, 
Blackburn Rovers, Manchester City and 
Portsmouth. 


Chel gy fhe inci 
sett ys Ne Bay we 


Media reports in Israel said Maccabi Tel 
Aviv had approached the former international 
about a contract for next season. 


“against Shefficid United this week. 
Wenger: defended Reyes and Bergkamp 

‘siter the match and focused on what he felt 

Was a foul oh Cese Fabregas by Cutlip 


"We-will appeal ogainst the sending-off 
{of Berykamp),” the French thos said. "We 
will appeal on the grounds that he didn’t hit 
(Danny Cullip). he pushed hira. But T must 
‘say Twas shocked by what | saw against 
(Cesc) Fabregas. 

"Their mamber 32 (Cullip) hit him on the 
‘head. The intention was there although he 
dich hit ‘him bard. But T don't like 'to see 


faa 


ASTON VILLA 


‘verton moved eight points clear in fourth place 

in the standings with a convincing victory at 
Villa Park thanks to two goals by Leon Osman and 
one for Tim Cahill. 

Osman put the visitors in front with a 17th- 
minute header, Peruvian midfielder Nolberto 
Solano equalised for mid-table Villa just after the 
interval and Cahill restored Everton's advantage 
almost immediately. 

Australian midfielder Cahill created Osman's 
second goal in the 67th minute with a surge into the 
area to set up a simple finish. 


CRYSTAL PALACE .......2 


BIRMINGHAM CITY......0 
lace striker Andy Johnson converted a penalty 
in cach half to eam his side a vital win in their 
battle against relegation. 

Johnson struck just before the interval to put the 
hosts ahead and kept his nerve again after 68 min- 
utes to clinch a victory that moved Palace four 
points clear of the drop zone. 


SOUTHAMPTON 


ARSENAL .............1 
outhampton striker Peter Crouch headed a 67th- 
minute equaliser to cancel out Freddie 

Ljungberg’s goal in first-half stoppage time for 

Arsenal whose title hopes faded further. 
Southampton midfielder David Prutton was sent 

off just before Ljungberg's goal, and Arsenal for- 

ward Robin van Persie was also dismissed follow- 
ing his second yellow card soon after the interval. 

Champions Arsenal stayed third, 10 points 
behind leaders Chelsea. Southampton remained 
third-bottom of the table, still in the last relegation 
spot and four points adrift of safety. 


TOTTENHAM . Seer 3 


FULHAM ......000000..0 
Ses substitute strikers Freddie Kanoute and 

Robbie Keane scored in the last 12 minutes to 
eam their side a rare London derby victory and lift 
them to eighth in the table. 

Fulham stayed 15th following a lacklustre per- 
formance in which they rarely threatened the 
‘Tottenham defence. 


MANCHESTER UTD 2 
PORTSMOUTH .... 
ngland striker Wayne Rooney scored the win- 


nine minutes from time to keep's United 
title hopes alive, 

Rooney put the hosts. ahead on eight minutes at 
Old Trafford but. Portsmouth’s Gary O'Neil 
equalised just after halftime, 

Rooney then burst on to a pass from his strike 
partner Ruud van Nistelrooy and produced a clini- 
cal finish from close range to cut the gap on league 
leaders Chelsea to six points. 


CHARLTON .......000522 
D™ Graham's late equaliser gave Boro a 

‘point but they missed the chance to move up to 
fifth. 

Matt Holland's deflected shot gave Charlton the 
lead after 14 minutes. Chris Riggott grabbed a 
deserved equaliser after 74 minutes only for South 
African striker Shaun Bartlett to fire the visitors 
back in front, 


NEWCASTLE UTD .......2 


BOLTON .........:00041 
ewcastle climbed to 11th after ending Bolton's 
seyen-match unbeaten league streak. 

Midfielder Lee Bowyer headed United in front 

after 35 minutes, only for Stelios Giannakopoulos 

to level with a well-struck volley. 
Kieron Dyer sealed the points with 20 minutes 
remaining, pouncing on a loose ball after Alan 

Shearer's shot was blocked. 


Aussie star Tim Cahill (pointing) scored Everton's second goal in their three-one defeat 
of Aston Villa 


Chelsea beat Liverpool to 
win n_Leaque Cup 


helsea claimed their first silverware under 

Jose Mourinho on Sunday, beating 

Liverpool 3-2 after extra time to win a 
rollercoaster League Cup final. 

‘The Portuguese coach was forced to watch alone 
inside the stadium after being sent from the dug-out 
for inciting Liverpool's fans; but he had the last laugh 
as goals from Didier Drogfia and Mateja Kezman 
clinched a victory that had looked unlikely for much 
of the aftemoon. 

‘The Premier League leaders were stunned after 
just 43 seconds when Norwegian John Ame Riise 
thumped Liverpool ahead from a cross by Femando 
Morientes. 

Despite overwhelming possession, Chelsea could 
find no way through a resolute Liverpool defence for 
the next 78 minutes, but were handed a lifeline from 
an unlikely source. 

Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard, who had min- 
utes earlier wasted a glorious chance to put Liverpool 


Crystal Palace star striker Andy Johnson 
slotted two penalties past Birmingham 


20 ahead, rose to defend a harmless-looking Paulo 
Ferreira free kick only to deflect it past goalkeeper 
Jerzy Dudek. 

Mourinho immediately became involved in 
unsayoury scenes behind his dug-oat with Liverpool 
fans as he gestured by putting a mocking finger to his 
lips before being sent down the tunnel. 

Both sides had chances to win itlate on, Chelsea's 
Frank Lampard lashing one shot over the crossbar 
and Liverpool substitute Milan Baros slicing horribly 
wide in stoppage time. 

Liverpool defender Igor Biscan should have done 
better with a header at the other end, but it was no 
surprise when record singing Drogba scuffed a close- 
range effort past Dudek after 107 minutes. 

Substitute Kezman bundled in a third goal against 
a tiring Liverpool side five minutes later, although 
‘Antonio Nunez’s immediate headed reply set up an 
anxious finale, 


EPL FIXTURES 


Saturday, March Sth, 2005 


Aston Villa v Middlesbrough 
Arsenal y Portsmouth 
Crystal Palace v Manchester United 
Fulham oy Charlton 
Newcastle v Liverpool 
Southampton’ v Tottenham 
Norwich y Chelsea 


Sunday, March 6th, 2005 
West Brom v Birmingham City 
Everton v_. Blackbum 


Monday, March 7th, 2005 
Manchester City: vy Bolton 


League Cup Final 


Chelsea 3 Liverpoo! 2 ~ After Extra Time. 


Premier League 


Aston Villa 1 Everton 3, Crystal Palace 2 Birmingham 
City 0, Manchester Utd 2 Portsmouth 1, Southampton 1 
Arsenal 1, Tottenham 2 Fulham 0, Middlesbrough 2 
Chartton 2, Newcastle Utd 2 Bolton 1. 


SSASSSeR2aS7 


SSSSSSSSSUBRNssisssry 
HAR VSN eC wPoCswrao ITSeOVNoug 
SREFSSESABELSSLSBBSIT™ 
SSLEBBERSRHSSESELBRSR 


Brighton 1 Millwall 0, Coventry City 0 Stoke City 0, 

Gillingham 2 Wigan 1, Ipswich Town 0 QPR 2, Leeds Utd 

2.West Ham 1, Notts Forest 2 Derby County 2, Plymouth 
3 Crewe Alexandra 0, Preston NE 1 Burnley 0, 

Reading 0 Leicester City 0, Sheffield Utd 1 Rotherham 

Utd 0, Sundertand 2 Cardiff City 1, Wolverhampton 0 
0. 


Oop wmoLcaBodeg 


P 

35 
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34 
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33. 
35 
36 
34 
34 
33 
4 
35 
a 
4 
33 
35 
34 
35 
35 
33 
35 


ceed 4 Torquay 1, Bournemouth 1 Tranmere 1, 

Brentford 3 Sheffield Wed 3, Bristol 1 Blackpool F 
Chesterfield 1 Peterborough 3, Doncaster 1 Swindon 1, 
Huddersfield 2 Oldham 1, Hull 2 Colchester 0, Port Vale 
3 Luton 1, Stockport 1 Hartlepool 0, Walsall 1 Bradford 
1, Wrexham 0 Milton Keyes 0. 


moan moDH 


FRESELKRRGERSRRESRELED 
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for 
Mitton Keynes Dons: 
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mar Sivori passed away aged 69, He was a star in Italian 
football with Juventus and later in his career with Napoli 

during the 1960's. A tumour of the pancreas claimed him in 

‘Argentina just over a week ago. 

‘A very well known football television presenter in Italy, Aldo 
Biscardi, described him as the third best player of all time behind 
Pelé and Diego Maradona. High praise indeed. 

Sivori's style of football was unpredictable; a creative genius 
‘is how some newspapers in Italy have described him. 

Sivori’s big break was with River Plate i he was really an 
Argentinian afterall, even though Italy virtually adopted him. He 
arrived at Juventus in 1957 for a then record fee — approxi- 
mately $4160,000 — so much so in fact that with the money 
River Plate refurbished its stadium in Buenos Aires. 258 goals in 
Ttaly later, it was worth the then president of Juventus Umberto 
Agnelli’s investment. 

‘Sivori also played for Italy on nine occasions and scored eight 
goals for the Azzurti. Looking through the records itis hard to 
exactly describe his playing position. Striker or just in behind the 
strikers, seems to be the best fit. 

‘He wasa great dribbler of the ball and a master of the dummy. 
and of the ball through an opponent's legs. He not only scored 
goals but set up countless others too. 

Sivori was no angel on the field either. He was never one to 
accept rough play from defenders who were simply intent on 
chopping him down. He would fight back and, in his 11 years in 
Haly, received a total of 33 weeks in suspensions, 

In 196i the brilliant Sivori won the golden ball award and he 
played a major role in Juventus taking out the Scudetto in 1958, 
1960 and 1961. However, after a falling out with Juventus coach 
Herrera he moved to Napoli in 1965 where he spent three sea- 
som. 

Ironically Juventus played Real Madrid last week, a few days 
after Sivori's death, in the Champions League and will face the 
mighty Spanish team next week in the return fixture in Turin, 

Sivori's 1961/62 season battles with Real Madrid are still leg- 
‘endary. It was in the quarter finals of the same tournament that 
Juve faced Real Madrid; Sivori's goal in Madrid decided the 
match (unlike last week's result for his old team) but it wasn't 
enough to stop the mighty Real from eventually eliminating 
- Juve. 

There is another statistic that Sivori can rightly be proud of fi 
he scored on debut in the Serie A, Coppa Italia and Champions 
League (those days called Champions Cup) and on debut for 
Italy. 

‘The last word on Sivori rightly should go to some of today's 
Juventus officials, "We lost a great friend,” said general manag- 
er Luciano Moggi and "he was like a big brother to me," said 
Juve vice president Roberto Bettega, he himself a former great 
Juventus player. 

kk kk 

. Abel Xavier, Roma's new Portuguese intemational defender, 
is certainly no stranger to Italian football. He has previously 
played for Bari, 

Xavier has arrived in Rome with some big ambitions — he 
wants to help Roma win the Champions League in 2006. 
However, someone should give him a reality check, Roma is cer- 
tainly lucky to be in the Serie A given their financial mess which 
is still far from over. Other clubs were relegated for a lot less. 

kk kok 
the subject of the Champions League it was a real mixed 
bag for \talian teams last week. Juventus went down to Real 
Madrid, Inter Milan drew with Porto and AC Milan overcame 
Man Utd at Old Trafford. 

Fabio Capello, Juve's current coach who coached Real 
Madrid in 1996/97 to the Spanish title, described the match as 
ugly. AC Milan on the other hand can thank Man Utd goalkeep- 
er Rory Carrol for gifting Hernan Crespo a goal. 

Fans here in Australia were lucky enough to see both clashes 
live on free to air television and as always SBS did a great job. It 
must have been hard to not show Barcelona v Chelsea on current 
form, but Man Utd and AC Milan have much bigger fan bases 
around the world and a far superior Champions League record 
than the other two teams, 

Tt will be hard for the A-League to ignore SBS because, 
despite the admirable coverage that Fox Sports will provide, alot 
of homes still do not have pay television. The quality ofthe foot- 
ball coverage on SBS, as evidenced again last week, is simply 
‘unrivalled. 

kk kk 

Sydney readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 

10.00pm for all the latest soccer news from the local and 

overseas competitions. Yours truly, Joseph Carlucci, 
Stuart Jones, John Romeo, Robert Scarselletta and 
Mark Stavroulakis are part of the team. 


Sampdoria’s Max Tonetto (right) was his side’s hero after scoring the only goal of the 


BRESCIA ....+2-:2+++.0 


SAMPDORIA ...........1 
(Gercenctetri Bet aie Amie aye 

tory over relegation-threatened Brescia on 
Saturday. 

After a quiet first half Sampdoria tured up the pres- 
sure, but struggled to find a way past keeper Luca 
Castellazzi who pulled off a superb fingertip save to tip 
a Cristiano Doni freekick round the post and keep 
Brescia in the game. 

With just under a quarter of an hour remaining, how- 
ever, a comer was cleared to the edge of Brescia's area, 
where Max Tonetto was waiting to blast home the 
winner, 


FIORENTINA .........+.2 


UDINESE seeeneee ed 
tina let a two-goal advantage slip to drop more 
points in their own battle against relegation. 

‘The twice Italian champions were hovering one 
point above the relegation zone having lost four of their 
previous five matches, but appeared to be well in con- 
trol after early goals by Valeri Bojinov and Luca 
Ariatti. 

Four minutes before halftime, however, Fiorentina 
keeper Cristiano Lupatelli palmed a shot by Udinese's 
Antonio Di Natale into the path of fellow striker Sulley 
Muntari to pull one back for the visitors. In the 56th 
minute David Di Michele nodded on to Di Natale to 
fifle the equaliser into the roof of the net. 


BOLOGNA .............0 
LIVORNO ... wane 

ologna struggled to impose themselves against a 

VLivomo side that had one of the worst away 
records in the division, having won just one of their 
previous 12 matches on the road. 

In the 25th minute striker Igli Tare yolleyed against 
the post, but that was the closest the home side came to 
taking all three points. 


CAGLIARI .............3 


ATALANTA ............3 
oftom-placed Atalantr gave more evidence of their 
improved form with this resilient display in 

Sardinia. 

Cagliari took the lead three times through Italy inter- 
national strikers Antonio Langella and Mauro Esposito 
and Uruguayan defender Nelson Abeijon, but the visi- 
tors responded on each occasion. 

Luigi Sala and Stephen Makinwa grabbed the firet 
two equalisers before Abeijon's 90th-minute handball 
allowed Michele Marcolini to seal the 3-3 draw from 
the penalty spot. 


JUVENTUS . wena d 
SIENA .... senna O 

Alessandro Del Piero produced a lively display to 
Tead his Juventus team mates to their most convincing 
win of 2005. The striker put Juve ahead with a superb 
back-heel im the 35th minute. 
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game against lowly Brescia 


Brazilian midfielder Emerson headed their second 
from a comer shortly afier the break. 

Del Piero then wrapped up the result from the penal- 
ty spot after Emerson had been wrestled to the ground 
by Siena midfielder Taddei. 


INTER MILAN ..........0 


ACMILAN . See | 
Tnter’s 38-game unbeaten streak ended in cruel fash- 
ion with a defeat in the city derby against champions 
Milan. Inter dominated the first half, but Milan keeper 
Dida pulled off a superb reflex save to keep out a Juan 
Sebastian Veron effort on the stroke of halftime. 
Brwilian playmaker Kaka grabbed the winner mid- 
way through the second half when he tumed Gennaro 
Gattuso's shot into the net from close range. The result 
keeps Milan at the top of the standings, equal on points 
with Juventus, though with a superior goal difference. 


PARMA proodaone occ!) 
Lazio's third win in a row kept Parma hanging just 
above the relegation zone, Massimo Oddo put the home 
side ahead with a 19th-minute penalty following a 
handball by defender Daniele Bonera, Midfielder 
Antonio Filippini scored Lazio's second as the home 
side broke forward in the last minute of the game, 


LECCE .. 
MESSINA 


82nd-minute sending off of Messina midfielder 

Massimo Donati for a second bookable offence 

swung the balance of a game that seemed likely to 
finish deadlocked. 

Three minutes later Lecce exploited their one-man 
advantage, with striker Sasa Bjelanovie running on to 
‘Marco Cassett's pass before whipping the ball past vis- 
iting keeper Marco Storari. 


PALERMO 
ROMA 


got the better of Roma on a sodden pitch at 

the Stadio Barbera, The visitors had chances early 
a, with Vincenzo Montella hitting the woodwork, but 
in the 54th minute their keeper Ivan Pelizzoli parried a 
Luca Toni shot into the patti of striker Franco Brienza, 


who fired in off the post. 


Palermo played the last quarter of an hour with ten 
men after Simone Barone picked up a second yellow 
card, yet still managed to strike again, Toni tapping in 
from close range after Mario Santana's speed had 
shredded Roma's defence. 


CHIEVO VERONA 


eee | 


Chievo slumped to their third consecutive defeat 
after Shunsuke Nakamura curled in a free kick just 


before halftime to give Reggina all three points. 


SERIE €l 


Bologna 0 Livorno 0, Cagliari 3 Atalanta 3, 
Juventus 3 Siena 0, Inter Milan 0 AC Milan 
1, Lazio 2 Parma 0, Lecce 1 Messina 0, 
Palermo 2 Roma 0, Reggina 1 Chievo 
‘Verona 0, Brescia 0 Sampdoria 1, Fiorentina 


2 Udinese 2, 


1Milan 
Juventus 
3Sampdoria 
4fnter Milan 
SUdinese 
Palermo 
7TRoma 
Lecce 
Reggina 
10Cagliari 
ULazio 
12Bologna 
13Liyorno 
14Messina 
15Chievo 
16Fiorentina 
17Parma 
18Siena 
19Brescia 
‘20Atalanta 


SERIE B 


WO IW IGA TH MMOD EARAG 


CE BOOM aaeH cow we 


Piacenza 1 Torino 0, Ternana 3 Treviso 2, 
Triestina 3 Catania 1, Venezia 0 Modena 0, 
Salernitana 0 Catanzaro 0, Genoa 2 Bari 1, 
Perugia 1, 
Crotone 2 Arezzo 0, Pescara 4 Vicenza 0. 


Verona 2 Ascoli 2, Cesena 0 


. Perugia 
. Torino 

|. Empoli 

. Verona 

1. Treviso 

|. Ascoli 

. Temana 
|. Piacenza 
10. Catania 
1. Cesena 
12. Albinoleffe 
13. Vicenza 
14, Pescara 
15, Bari 

16. Modena 
17, Triestina 
18. Salernitana 
19. Arezzo 
20. Crotone 
21. Venezia 
22. Catanzaro 
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Modena handed four point deduction. Bari 
docked a point for fan violence. 


LEAGUE 


First Knockout Stage 
Real Madrid 1 vs Juventus 0 
Porto 1 vs Inter Milan 1 
Barcelona 2 vs Chelsea 1 
Werder Bremen 0 vs Lyon 3 
Liverpool 3 vs Bayer Leverkusen 1 
PSV Eindhoven 1 vs AS Monaco 0 
Manchester United 0 vs AC Milan 1 
Bayer Munich 3 vs Arsenal 1 


First Knockout Stage 
Second leg - March 8-9 

Note: [ater Millan will play the second leg 
of their tie on March 15. 


Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 5-6 
Second leg April 12.13, 


Semi-finals 
First leg, - April 26-27 
Second leg - May 3-4 


Final: 
May 25, Istanbul 


UEFA CUP 


FIRST KNOCKOUT STAGE 

Sevilla 2 Panathinaikos 0 (Sevilla win 2- 
1 on aggregate), Benfica 1 CSKA Moscow 
1 (CSKA win 3-1 on aggregate), Villarreal 
2 Dynamo Kiev 0 (Villarreal win 2-0 on 
aggregate), Stuttgart 0 Parma 2 (AET - 
Parma win 2-0 on aggregate), Feyenoord 1 
Sporting Lisbon 2 (Lisbon win 4-2 on 
aggregate), Lille 2 Basel 0 (Lille win 2-0 on 
aggregate), Real Zaragoza 2 Fenerbahce 1 
(Zaragoza win 3-1 on aggregate), Auxerre 
3 Ajax Amsterdam 1 (Auxerre win 3-2 on 
aggregate), Newcastle United 2 
Heerenveen 1 (Newcastle win 4-2 on 
aggregate), Schalke 0 Shakhtar Donetsk 1 
(Shakhtar win 2-1 on aggregate), Alkmaar 
2 Alemania Aachen 1 (Alkmaar win 2-1 
‘on aggregate), Sochaux 0 Olympiakos 1 
(Olympiakos win 2-0 on aggregate), Steaua 
Bucharest 2 Valencia 0 (2-2 on aggregate, 
Steaua Bucharest won 4-3 on penalties). 


Second Knockout Stage 
Fint leg - March 10 
‘Second leg - March 16-17 


Otympiakos vs Newcastle United 
Shakhtar Donetsk vs Alkmaar 
Partizan Belgrade vs CSKA Moscow 
Austria Vienna or Bilbao vs Zaragoza 


Quarter-finals 
First leg - April 7 
Second leg - April 14 


‘Semi-finals 
Fist leg - April 28 
Second leg - May 5 


Final 
May 18, Lisbon 


UEFA CUP. 


BELCIAN JUPILER LEACUE 
Mons-Bergen 1 Anderlecht 2, Standard 
Liege 4 Racing Genk 0, St Truiden 0 Ghent 2. 


P WOL F A Pts 

‘(Club Brugge23 19 3 1 «61 15 60 
2anderiecht 22 14 4 4 45 22 46 
3Genk 23°13 6 4 35 23 45 
AStandard «23 135 5 38 2144 
SCharerol 23 126 5 30 2242 
GAAGent 23 124 7 34 2440 
Tla Louviere 22 106 6 34 19 36 
BWesterlo 23 10 3 10 24 34 33 
Qlokeren 23 8 B 7 26 2632 
‘1OLierse 3 5 10 39 4129 
‘(1Beveren 23 7 5 11 31 3826 
A2cercle «6.23 «7 «4 12 32 57:25 
‘43Mouscron 23 6 6 11 32 33 24 
14Germinal 23 5 5 13 21 2920 
49st-Truiden 23 5 5 13 24 41 20 
46Mons 23:5 3 15 28 40 18 
1700stende 23 4 6 13 21 4418 
‘18Brussels 23 5 2 16 20 431 
COPA ITALIA - QUARTER FINALS 


Wednesday March 16 
Fiorentina vs Roma (First leg: 0-4) 
Udinese vs AC Milan (First leg: 2-3) 


‘Thursday March 17 
Sampdoria vs Cagliari (First leg: 0-2) 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 
NEC Nijmegen 1 Waalwijk 0, NAC Breda 4 
Groningen 4, Twente Enschede 0 De 
Graafschap 0, Roda JC 1 Alax Amsterdam 2, 
ADO Den Haag 1 Utrecht 0, Feyenoord 3 
RBC Roosendaal 0, Den Bosch 1 Vitesse 
Arnhem 2, Willem Il 4 AZ Alkmaar 3, 


Heerenveen 0 PSV Eindhoven 3. 

P WOL F A Pt 
4PSv 23 184 1 61 1358 
2alkmaar «623 166 1 «53 1654 
3alax 23°15 5 3 50 2150 
aFeyenoord 23 135 5 27 44 
5Vitesse 23114 8 39 3237 
GHeerenveen 23 10 5 8 38 4035 
7Utrecht «23 105 8 26 2435 
Stwente 23 9 5 9 28 2732 
9Roda 3 8 6 9 4 3730 
10Waalwik 23 8 6 9 28 3130 
‘41Groningen 23 8 5 10 32 3829 
AQNAC 23:7 6 10 30 4727 
43Den Haag 23 7 5 11 29 3526 
4aWillem il 23 7 & 12 26 45 25 
45NEC 23 5 8 10 25 3323 
18Graafschap23 4 6 13 25 5218 
‘47Roosendaal23 4 2 17 23 55 14 
18Den Bosch 23 2 3 18 12 549 

ENGLAND FOOTBALL LGE 2 


Swansea 2 Scunthorpe 1, Boston 0 
Northampton 1, Cambridge 2 Oxford 4, 
Cheltenham 1 Lincoin 0, Grimsby 2 Yeovil 1, 
Leyton 1 Darlington 0, Macclesfield 2 Bristol 
4, Rochdale 1 Kidderminster 1, Rushden & 
Diamonds 0 Mansfield 0, Shrewsbury 5 
Chester 0, Southend 1 Bury 0, Wycombe 1 
Notts County 2. 


PS We’ 
Yeovil 34 205 
Scunthope 35 17 9 
Macclesfield 34 18 6 
Swansea 35 18 6 
Southend 35 179 9 48 
Lincoln City 35 15 10 10 50 3755 
Northampton33 14 109 44 3852 
Darlington 35 14 9 12 42 
Chettenham 35 13 41 11 38 
Wycombe 935 13 11 11 41 
Leyton Orient35 12 13 10 49 49 49 
Mansfield 35 12 11 12 37 34.47 
Boston Utd 34 11 13 10 44 40 46 
Grimsby 34 12 10 12 40 38.46 
Rochdale 33 12 10 11 39 
Oxford Utd 34 12 8 14 35 44 44 
Bristol Rovers35 9 16 10 42 40 43 
Shrewsbury 35 10 10 15 41 
Notts County 34 10 10 14 33 
Bury 35 8 13 10 38 4037 
Chester 35 8 13 14 29 5237 
Rushden, 35 7 12 16 32 47 33 
Cambridge 35 5 12 18 31 
Kidderminster35 7 5 23 28 65 26 


FRENCH LIGUE 1 
Lyon 3 St Etienne 2, Nice 2 Monaco 1, 
‘Ajaccio 0 Lens 0, Bordeaux 2 Caen 2, 


Nantes 2 Strasbourg 1, Paris St Germain 4 
Bastia 0, Lille 0 Rennes 0, Marseille 1 Istres 
4, Sochaux vs Metz ~ Postponed, Auxerre 

vs Toulouse - Postponed. 


P WODL F A Pts 
‘Lyon 27:15 114 39 15 56 
2Marseiile 27 14 6 7 35 2448 
Stille 27 12 114 «34 17:47 
AMonaco «26 11 114 36 23:44 
BAuxerre 26 12 6 8 36 27 42 
GToulouse 26 10 8 8 27 26 38 
TRennes 27 10 6 14 30 3136 
BSochaux 26 9 8 9 30 2435 
‘9Lens 27:8 118 27 2535 
‘40st Etienne 26 7 136 32 25 34 
‘Bordeaux 27 6 156 28 25 33 
412P8G 2 7 12:8) 27 31/33 
‘3Nice 7 7 119 32 3932 
14Metz 267 109 23 3231 
‘a5Nantes «27 7 9 41 22 2730 
16Strasbourg26 6 9 11 30 3427 
A7Caen 27:5 114% 22 46 26 
‘18Ajacclo «6-26 «4 139 «20 28 25 
19Bastia 27: 5 8 1 18 33 23 
20istres 27:3 18 14 16 2922 

HELLENIC MATIOMAL LEAGUE 


Jonikos 0 Panionios 0, Apollon 1 Egaleo 4, 
Kallithea 1 AEK Athens 2, Ergotelis 0 Xanthi 
2, Iraklis 1 OF! Crete 0, Panathinaikos 1 
Kerkyra 0, ARis 1 PAOK 3, Olympiakos 3 
Halkidona 0. 


Po WODL F A Pts 
‘Adtymplacos 20 13 5 2 37 1144 
‘2PAO 20 13 3 4 35 1242 
BAEK 20 118 4 «30 1644 
AXanthi 20 106 4 32 2136 
SPAOK 209 47 2 26% 
‘6Egaleo 20 5 114 18 16 26 
THalkidona 206 7 7 18 2125 
8Panionios 20 6 7 7 14 1725 
Slrakiis 207 4 9 #18 2125 
1007 206 5 9 26 2923 
‘ikalithea 20 5 7 B 29 3222 
Adonikos 820 4 8 8 14 25 20 
‘BATS 203 107 17 2419 
AdErgotelis 20 5 4 11 17 33 19 
‘A5kalamarias 20 3 7 10 16 3416 
1ekerkira «20: 3 «6 «(11 «15 2715 

CERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


‘Amninia Bielefeld 3 Nuremberg 1, Borussia 
Dortmund 3 Mainz 0, Freiburg 0 Bayem 
Munich = =1, ~~ Hansa Rostock «=O 
Moenchengladbach 0, Hertha Berlin 4 
Hamburg 4, Kaisersiautem 0 Wolfsburg 0, 
Werder Bremen 4 Bochum 0, Bayer 
Leverkusen 1 Stuttgart 1, Schalke 4 
Hanover 0. 


P WOL F A Pt 
‘ABayem 3 145 4 4 2347 
2schake 86-23 15 2 6 37 27:47 
3Bremen «23 13 4 6 53 2643 
4Hertha 3 109 4 39 2039 
Bleverkusen 23 11 6 6 42 3039 
GStuttgart «23 116 6 41 2939 
THamburg «23 12 4 10 40 3637 
BWolfsburg 23 111 11 «39 3534 
9Kalsers 23.9 5 9 31 3132 
‘10Hannover 23 5 9 27 2732 
‘tAminia 23 9 5 9 26 2832 
12Dortmund 23 8 7 8 27 3034 
‘13BorussiaM 23 6 7 10 26 3825 
‘“aNimberg 23 6 6 11 38 43 24 
45Mainz 23 6 5 42 27 4023 
‘16Bochum 23 4 7 12 29 4819 
A7Freiburag 23 3 7 43 18 45 16 
‘Hansa 23 2 8 13 18 4714 

PORTUGUESE SUPERLIGA 


Braga 2 Gil Vicente 1, Penafiel 0 Belenenses 
0, Boavista 0 Uniao Leiria 0, Academica 3 
Vitoria Setubal 3, Moreirense 1 Maritimo 0, 
Beira-Mar 0 Rio Ave 0, Vitoria Guimaraes 4 
Nacional Madeira 1, Porto vs Benfica, 
Sporting vs Estoril-Praia - Tuesday AEDT. 


Po \W ID UR ASPts 
4Porto 22118 3 27 1441 
Qenfica 22 12 5 5 35 2241 
38raga 23 117 5 34 17:40 
4Boavista §=23 117 5 29 2740 
SSporting 22 116 5 46 2739 
6Martimo §=623 8 105 25 2034 
TRO Ave 23 7 124 29 2933 
8Setbal 23 8 8 7 33 2832 
QNacional «23 9 4 10 29 3131 
A0Guimaeees 25 8 7 8 22 2134 


Tempers flared during the heated clash between Barcelona and Chelsea 
as shown by Didler Drogba (left) who received his marching orders 


‘1Belenenses23 8 5 10 32 28 29 
12Leiria 23 6 116 20 2229 
‘13Morerense 23 5 9 9 21 3224 
‘1aPenafiel 23 7 3 13 23 3924 
15GiI Vicente 23 6 5 12 23 28 23 
‘16Estorl §=622 6 4 12 26 3422 
‘A7Academica 23 5 5 13 19 33 20 
‘18Beira-Mar 23 4 8 11 22 4020 

SCOTTISH FA CUP 5TH ROUND 


Hibernian 2 St Mirren 0, Clyde 0 Celtic 5, 
Dundee Utd 4 Aberdeen 4, Hearts 2 
Livingston 4, 


P WODL F A Pts 
Rangers 26 205 1 56 1165 
Catic~ 25 20 2 3 53 24 62 
Hibemian 26 145 7 46 33.47 
Hearts 26 118 7 30 2341 
Aberdeen 26 11.6 9 27 2539 
Motherwell 26 10 4 12 32 3434 
Kiimamock 26 10 2 14 33 44 32 
Invemess CT 25 6 B 11 28 36.26 
Dunfermline 26 6 6 14 20 3924 
Dundee 26 6 6 14 28 5024 
Dundee Utd 26 4 10 12 28 41 22 
Livingston 26 4 4 18 19 47 16 
SERBIA & MONT. FIRST LEAGUE 

P OWOL F A Pts 
‘Partizan 15 13 2 0 398 41 
rvena «15 12:2 1 «38 1138 
3zeta 1S 111 3 30 1234 
40FK 15 8 1 6 22 1825 
SBuducnost 15 7 2 6 21 2023 
ézemun 15 6 «4 § 18 19:22 
Wojvodina 145 5 4 6 18 1919 
Ssutieska 15 5 4 6 13 2119 
9kula 465 16 1818 
4osmederevo1S 4 5 6 9 1517 
‘Beograd 15 4 4 7 15 2016 
42Cukaricki 15 4 4 7 15 1816 
43Borec «15 «4 «4 7 «(12 2216 
1aobiic «= 15-3 4 8 16 27:13 
‘SHaduk «15 «1 «5 9 «(11 298 
1elelemik 15 1 4 10 12 267 

SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Deportivo 2 Real Madrid 0, Espanyol 2 
Albacete 1, Numancia 1 Barcelona 1, Real 
Mallorca 4 Levante 2, Atletico Madrid 4 Real 
Sociedad 0, Osasuna 1 Malaga 6, Real 
Zaragoza 1 Villarreal 0, Sevilla 2 Santander 
2, Valencia 2 Real Betis 1. 


PB WD t FA PS 
‘Barcelona 25 18 4 5 50 1858 
‘2Real Madrid 25 16 2 7 43 2150 
Sevilla 25 126 7 30 2742 
@valenda 25 118 6 38 2541 
SBetis 2 118 6 40 3041 
6Espanyol 25 125 8 32 2841 
Wilarreal «25 11 7 7 41 23.40 
BAtEticCO 25 106 9 27 2336 
gAthietic 24 9 8 7 39 3235 
40Deportivo 25 8 116 35 3435 
‘Zaragoza 25 9 5 11 30 3832 
12Malaga «25 «9 «4 12 25 33 34 
‘Blevante 25 8 6 11 27 3730 
1a0sasuna 25 8 G6 11 34 45 30 
15Sociedad 25 8 5 12 30 3529 
‘ecetafe 24 7 6 11 22 2727 
a7Racing «= 25 «G7 «12 «24 3825 
‘18Albacete 25 5 8 12 23 35 23 
1gMaliorca 25 5 6 14 24 41 21 
20Numancia 25 4 6 15 16 40 13 

TURKISH SUPER LIGA 

Diyarbakirspor 1 Genclerbirligl 3, 


Ankaragucu 3 Malatyaspor 0, Rizespor 1 
Istanbulspor 1, Samsunspor 2 Galatasaray 1, 
‘Trabzonspor 3 Deniziispor 0, Ankaragucu 1 
Gaziantepspor 0, Konyaspor 3 Kayserispor 
4, Basiktas 2 Sakaryaspor 1, Fenerbahce 2 
Sebatspor 0. 


P WODL FA Pts 


‘Fenerbahce 22 18 2 2 58 1056 
2trabzonspor22 16 4 2 44 1452 
BGalatasaray 22 16 3 3 42 1454 
ABesiktas 21 125 4 46 2644 
SRizespor 22 9 7 6 26 1934 
GDenizlispor 22 10 4 8 31 2834 
7Malatyaspor 22 9 4 9 29 3131 
BAnkaraspor 22 8 5 9 30 3029 
Qkonyaspor 22 6 106 40 4228 
‘10Gatepspor 22 8 4 10 31 3428 
(1Samsuspor22 8 3 11 28 3927 
‘12Genrbirligi 21 7 4 10 25 29 25 
“13Diyairspor 22 7 4 11 22 36 25 
‘(gAnkaragiic 21 6 6 9 19 2924 
‘A5Sakaryaspor22 5 3 14 26 48 18 
‘6istanbulspo21 3 8 10 19 33 17 
‘ATKayserispor22. 4 3 15 28 5415 
‘18Sebatspor 22 1 7 14 22 50 10 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 1, 2005 23 


PLAYER PROFILE #14 


CLUB: 

Bankstown City Lions 
AGE: 22 

FORMER CLUBS: 
Parramatta Eagles; 
Sydney Olympic, 
Wollongong Wolves 


